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Sharrow - a well-loved area
by Jonathn Roberts

After the last few months of negative headlines and reporting that would suggest that Sharrow is a crime filled hotspot,
it feels like the right time to put things into a more balanced
perspective. As ever, the Sharrow Festival is an ideal opportunity to redress the balance.
To add weight to the argument that Sharrow has more to be
positive about than negative, the initial findings from a recent
community survey conducted by members of the Abbeydale
and Sharrow Community Partnership, capturing the voice of
people living and working in the area, seems to endorse this.
Whilst it would be true to acknowledge that the initial findings
demonstrate that not everything in the garden is rosy with the
usual array of fears, worries and dislikes being recorded (i.e.
terrible litter problem, ASB and crime and traffic/dangerous
driving), it also true that local people have provided a more
positive than negative vision of Sharrow.
In fact, some of the anonymous comments and quotes collated suggest that Sharrow is a well- loved, diverse and thriving
community with many opportunities for everyone to enjoy.

“I love being able to walk
into town, having a huge
variety of restaurants to
choose from, excellent
local shops, friendly
neighbours, great library,
local post office, green
space nearby.”

“Community feeling, a
buzz of things going on.
Friendly atmosphere, eclectic shops, a great place
for the kids.”
“Multi cultural environment,
lovely shops & restaurants, and
the warmness of the people”

By using the front page to highlight the positives of an area
which is often cited as having problems that are deep rooted, and ignite strong feelings, we aren’t in anyway ignoring
them, but merely showing that the indomitable spirit and innate feeling of community is alive and well.

Inside

So let’s enjoy Sharrow Festival once again and look forward
with optimism to a Sharrow that is, and will continue to be, a
great place to live, work and play in.

“The diversity of people first and foremost. I
grew up in Sharrow and I’m grateful that I’m now
a parent raising two young girls in Sharrow ... we
are so lucky to have such an exemplary school on
our doorstep. The food of course is fantastic, and
I love my walk up and down London Road at the
start and end of each day. And then there’s the
festival in Mount Pleasant which my family goes
to every year. We always look forward to spending time with our community, meeting old friends
and making new ones there.”
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Harvey’s Opticians
Ask Adrian the Caretaker for his views
on all the issues you
care about.
Send questions to:
adrian@sharrowcf.org.
uk
to see your problems
solved in the next issue
Dear Adrian,
I’m curious to know what’s
really bugging you at the
moment.
I’m all ears.
A Sharrow Today reader
Hi All Ears,
One thing that has really
annoyed me recently is
the way Sharrow is por-
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sharrow
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forum
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distributed to local services, libraries, & residents every 2 months.

Views expressed in Sharrow Today are not necessarilly
those of Sharrow Community Forum.
Contact Sharrow Community Forum on 0114 250 8384.
If you have something to say, or have a comment to make
about anything you have seen in this edition, or if you have
an event you would like to advertise, please get in touch.
News and Editorial Team
Jonathan Roberts, Steve Fryer, Maria Kelly
Sharrow Community Forum

Adrian

Your local representatives
in Sharrow and Nether Edge

The Councillors for the Sharrow and Nether Edge Ward are:
Cllr Jim Steinke (Labour)			
Email: jim.steinke@sheffield.gov.uk

Sharrow Today is a free community newpaper, with 3000 copies

trayed by the local media.
For instance, there was
an incident recently in
Nether Edge and it was
only reported as ‘near
Sharrow’. This isn’t the first
time this has happened
and it probably won’t be
the last, I am aware that
Sharrow has it’s issues but
if it hasn’t happened here
please keep us out of it!

Tel: 07583 018289 (mobile)
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Cllr Mohammad Maroof (Labour)
Tel: 0779 0017 298 (mobile)
Email: mohammad.maroof@sheffield.gov.uk
0114 273 5380
The regular Labour councillors’ surgeries are on:
1st Saturday of the month from 11.00 am until 12.00 at Dalton Court
Community Centre, 2 Dalton Court, Sheffield, S8 0YU. The centre is
located off Abbeydale Road. No appointment needed.
Second Saturday of the month between 12.00 and 1.00 pm at
Highfield Library, London Road, Sheffield S2 4NF. No appointment
needed.
Cllr Alison Teal (Green Party)		
Email: alison.teal@sheffield.gov.uk

Tel: 07500765419 (mobile)
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

The regular Green Party councillor’s surgery is on:
3rd Saturday of the month between 10.30 and 11.30 am at Highfield
Library, London Road, Sheffield S2 4NF. No appointment needed.

The Old Junior School, South View Road, Sharrow, Sheffield S7 1DB

Tel : 0114 2508 384
Email:sharrowtoday@gmail.com
Web: www.sharrowcf.org.uk
Supported by:
Advertising rates:
Commercial:
Quarter page £20 / Half page £40
Community Organisations:
Quarter page £10 / Half page £20

Sharrow Today is printed by www.quotemeprint.com 08451300667

Paul Blomfield is the MP for Sheffield Central ward, which covers
Sharrow. He can be contacted on 0114 272 2882 or via paul.blomfield.mp@parliament.uk His consituency office is Unit 4, Edmund
Road Business Centre, 135 Edmund Road, Sheffield S2 4ED. His website is www.paulblomfield.co.uk.
Regular surgeries are held on: 4th Friday of each month between
4.00 -5.00pm and 2nd Saturday of each month (except April and
Dec) between 9.30-10.30am. Please tel. 0114 272 2882 frst to check
the dates and book your appointment.
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- Bow Works on Pomona street

Home of the tape measure
By Caroline Wells				

In 1833 James Chesterman, the
patentee of the spring tape
measure and inventor/manufacturer of window blind rollers, lived
on Porter Street and worked from
premises near Union Street.
Four years later James had
moved to Field street at Broomhall, and was working for John
Preston Cutts, a manufacturer of
telescopes, spectacles and opera glasses on Division Street.
In 1845 Chesterman had severed
his partnership with Cutts and
begun a new venture with Mr
Bottom. They became the joint
patentees of roasting jacks and
model steam engines.

concentrating on the commercial and export side.
By 1872 Chesterman’s had acquired all 10 buildings in the area.
The factory was surrounded by
orchards as, until the area was industrialised, the district had been
used for growing fruit for the Lord
of the Manor. (hence the street
names – Pear, Plum and Pomona,
the Goddess of fruit and flowers )
William insisted that the firm was
self-sufficient and manufactured
everything they needed from
raw materials. He installed the first
weaving loom in October 1867
for making cloth tapes

In 1873 Chesterman’s introduced
their Imperial Divided Steel Rule
which was the first steel rule to be
graduated (have inches e.t.c.
marked on them). The measuring
system was not universal, and at
that time there were 557 different
scales available. The following
By 1856 the new firm had been
year saw the introduction of the
named ‘Bow Works’ with an arch- Machine Divided Steel Rule, while
er’s bow as its trademark. They
engineering hand tools such as
had acquired new premises on
spanners were phased out. The
Nursery Street, although were still last things to go were the patent
trading from Division Street and
door springs and the ratchet drill.
producing steel tape measures,
blind springs, door hinges and
Between 1891 and 1897 the facratchet drilling machinery.
tory was extended again to butt
up against the boundary wall of
1863 saw James’ firm expand
Porter Croft School.
their range to include steel land
chains (used for measuring long
At the beginning of the 1900’s
distances), engravers’ tools and
new offices were opened, the first
crinoline (dress) wire. He had
screw dividing machine was dealso relocated his family to larger veloped, and Chesterman’s was
premises at 167 Cemetery Road. established as one of the leading manufacturers of measuring
Chesterman’s had grown as
equipment and engineering tools
a firm and new premises were
in the U.K.
acquired on Plum Street, which
crossed Pomona Street. Here they In 1932 Chesterman’s produced
produced patent ‘stay’ fastenonly 50% of what they were makers and legging springs (narrow
ing 3 years earlier, but the probands of steel that help corsets
duction of a new height gauge in
keep their shape).
1933 made them world famous.
Within 5 years Chesterman had
moved house again, to Mount
Zion Bridge and entered another
partnership with John Cutts and
Samuel Beddington, manufacturing tape measures.

In 1864, after the Dale Dyke Dam
burst, James and his son, William, loaded everything into carts
and re-established their business
on Pomona Street in a building previously used for making
gentleman’s stiff collars for shirts.
By the end of the year they had
expanded onto Nursery Street
and Ecclesall Road, and the only
thing they had stopped producing was crinoline wire - crinolines
no longer being in fashion.

January 1953 saw Chesterman’s
establish their London offices in
Hatton Gardens. Demand at this
time for the company’s products
was so great that the order book
was full for the next 12 months!
On 30th April 1963 John Rabone
& Son’s chairman, Bill Antill, announced that the company was
to merge with Chesterman’s,
forming a new firm ’Rabone
Chesterman’. Within 3 years tape
measures were being made
along with folding plastic rules the first alternative to the wooden
rules to be produced since 1784.

On 25th April 1867 James Chesterman, the founder of the firm,
died aged 75. He had married
twice and had 7 children. He was
succeeded by his son, William,
At the end of November 1970
who expanded the company,
Chesterman’s merged with Frys

Bow Works in the 1870’s (top) and as it is today - frontage along Pomona Street

of London, (not the chocolate
company!) one of the leading
distributers of hand tools
After the death of Gerald Chesterman (James’ Grandson) aged
101 in April 1974, the area around
Bow Works declined significantly.
Houses were demolished, a large
D.I.Y. store (Wickes) was built on
what was the works playing field
and a pub was built ‘The Pomona’ reviving the name of the
Goddess of fruit and gardens.

Bow Works closed, while a large
re-building programme took
place, between 1989-93, which
expanded the original building,
up Pear Street to Napier Street.
At the end of 1993 Norwich Union,
founded in 1808 and the U.K.’s
largest insurer, took up residence
in the old Bow Works building,
employing 1600 people.

In the first few years of the
new millennium Norwich Union
merged with the Commercial
In 1980 Chesterman’s made a
and General Union, an Australian
multi view spirit level. This was the based insurance company beworld’s first that could be used
fore officially becoming Aviva on
to check angles as well as levels. 1st July 2009. Appropriately the
The level won an award from the name ‘Aviva’ is Latin for ‘alive’
British Hardware Promotion Coun- - giving new life to this fine old
cil as a product of outstanding
building.
merit in 1982.
At the beginning of 1989 Chesterman’s was bought by Stanley
Tools for £10,719,000. Stanley
were not interested in developing
the precision tools that had made
Chesterman’s name and eventually the name disappeared from
its products.
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Love Sharrow Conference 2018
By Maria Kelly						

After a year off, the Love Sharrow
Community Conference returned
this June, providing an opportunity for anyone who lives, works
or cares about Sharrow and the
surrounding neighbourhoods to
meet, chat, and develop ideas
to tackle issues and improve our
neighbourhood.
This year’s Love Sharrow Conference was opened by Mr Andrew Coombe, Lord Lieutenant
of South Yorkshire, who has a
particular interest in supporting
initiatives which give greater
opportunities to disadvantaged
young people, and on community partners working together to
share skills and resources.

This year, participants focused on
4 main topics, nominated by conference attendees, which were
empowering parents, resources
for youth engagement, community funded services or “Sharrow Tax”!, and maintaining and
sustaining our green spaces.
After an afternoon of intense
planning work, attendees relaxed with a hearty buffet including potato curry, and chilli
con carne prepared by Tea at
Adventures chefs. Many potential actions and project ideas
have emerged, and these will be
followed up over the next few
months.
Watch this space!
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SHARROW FESTIVAL 2018

Saturday 7tH July
21st ANNIVERSARY OFFICIAL PROGRAMME
Sharrow’s Free multicultural festival celebrates its 21st Anniversary this year. We have made it this far because of the Sharrow
Festival Volunteers who make it all happen every year: planning the event; raising the £10,000 or so that we need to make it
happen and running the festival on the day. However its the people of Sharrow who put the life into it, coming in your thousands to celebrate the diversity of the neighbourhood and have a great day out.
This year we have all the usual attractions: international foods; great music and dance performances; live graffiti and the Chill
Foo Stage in the all-weather pitch; lots of stalls, and a third new stage, curated by Sheffield Live FM.
For more information please see Facebook events or visit our website sharrowfestival.co.uk

Music Stage

Community Stage sheffield live
12.00 pm – 6.00 pm
Stage 1.00 pm – 7.00 pm

Simon Williams brings you some of the Music City’s best bands:

Yasmin Moxam presents her Community
Stage once again:

Inavibe - Jc & Lee collaborate their musical
vibes to create a collection of songs with a
rap flavour.
https://soundcloud.com/user-305023190

Sharpish - Folk influenced multi instrumental
family band.

This year the Sitwell Rd stage will be taken
over by Sheffield live Community Radio 93.2
fm. featuring DJ sets from Sheffield Live DJs
with spoken word sets and dance performances.

Mulembas S’Africa - Mulembas d’Africa is
roots, simplicity transmitted in dance.

Come & chill with us and catch tunes from
some of your favourite Sheffield Live DJs.

Sisters of Tribellica - Sheffield based alternative belly dance troupe

So far confirmed are a special version of
Friday night’s ‘Da Beat Down’, featuring MC
Nige. Joe Ranx and guests: Papa Al & Liz
Searle from theGreen Friendly & Different
Show (Tuesday 9 -11am) and El Wildin from
Pangea (Saturday 1 – 3pm).
Plenty more to come!

1.00 pm – 8.00 pm

Unscene Acoustic - Tom & Simon performing acoustic versions of cosmic tunes
https://soundcloud.com/unscene-uk
Joey Mcphail - Singer-songwriter based in
Sheffield, known for her upbeat rhythmical
guitar playing and infectious energy.
https://soundcloud.com/joeymacphail

Bella Shimmy - Sheffield belly dance group

Humbar - a soul, jazz and fusion influenced
band from Sheffield
https://www.facebook.com/HumbarBand/

after party - bigger than ever

Idle Ross - Sheffield band who’ve “got the
attitude of a Gallagher, a look of the Roses,
and vocals that should be sponsored by
Henderson’s.”
https://www.facebook.com/idleross/

This year we have the biggest free after party ever with a massive four venue celebration,
put together by Jamie Smith.

Mango Rescue Team - a raving 11-piece
carnival tropical extravaganza who make
tropical psychedelic music and buzzing
stage shows.
http://mangorescueteam.com/
Forefathers - an exciting new high energy
8-piece band from Sheffield, complete with
trumpet, saxophones and a multitude of
percussion, they offer an eclectic mix of
world music combining Afro-Beat and Salsa
with Jazz and Funk-Rock.
https://www.facebook.com/forefathersuk/
Vain Dolls - a lively four piece from Sheffield
delivering thought-provoking lyrics over a
musical backdrop of punk overtones, electronica and splatterings of this and that.
https://thevaindolls.bandcamp.com/
Captain Avery and the Cosmic Triceratops of intergalactic peace - hailing from a
distant universe, this crazy band of glitterpunk aliens play intergalactic party music
to enregise your solar chakras!
https://www.facebook.com/cosmictriceratops/

The rest of the lineup is still to be confirmed

Once the festival is over London Road comes alive with something for everyone.
Here’s what’s on:
The Beer Engine (Cemetery Rd, S11 8FJ) – The Soul Trap and Superfly
The Albion (London Rd, S2 4LE) – Headcharge v Junglist Alliance
The Clubhouse (London Rd, S2 4LA) – Reggae
The Cremorne (London Rd, S24LH) – Velcro Teddy Bears, Grok Enrol and Nu Thing, The
Strays - more tbc
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Thanks to....
Sharrow Festival would like to thank the following for their support of
the festival:

Sheffield Live
Stage

Penny Raven & Jonny Douglas; Timebuilders; Nether Edge & Sharrow
Ward Green Party; Nether Edge & Sharrow Ward Labour Party; Highfield Trinity Church; Sharrow Community Forum; The Cremorne; The
Albion; The Clubhouse; The Beer Engine; Yellow Arch Studios; Sheffield City Council; Sheffield Live Radio 93.2fm; Nisha Lall, Marco; John
Chillout Simpson; MC Nige & Football Unites Racism Divides.

Running from
1.00 pm to
7.00pm the
Sheffield Live
Stage will feature DJ sets from
Sheffield Live
DJs with spoken
word sets and
dance performances.

Plus all the musicians and djs who have helped us to raise the money
to put this festival on and all the volunteers who have given up their
time to bring you Sharrow Festival.

Sheffield Live on 93.2 fm
Sheffield’s own community .
radio station broadcasting
live from the festival.

Workshops
Drumming work
shops every hour.

.

Come along and
let your hair down.

.
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Festival HQ:

Here’s the place to get
the up to date timings
on the music stages, find
lost children and sign
up to volunteer with the
Sharrow Festival Team to
put on the fund raisers
and next year’s festival.

Hip Hop &
Paint Jam

Make sure you check
out this area, special to
Sharrow Festival with the
Chill Foo sound system,
Marco’s paint jam, mc’s,
breakers and djs.

All photos by Geo France

Sharrow Today 7

8 Sharrow Today 							

July 2018

SHARROW FESTIVAL 2018
People Are Helping Out!
Sharrow Festival only happens thanks to all its’ dedicated volunteers. We need around 30 volunteers on the day. There’s a role for
everyone. And we give you good support – including free festival food if you do a 3 hour stint! There’s a volunteer co-ordinator on site all
day to support all those helping to make the festival go smoothly.
Beyond this, volunteering in general has fantastic benefits – including counteracting the effects of stress, making you happy, meeting
different types of people and it had a lasting, positive impact on your community.
We love how diverse and amazing Sharrow is. Sharrow Festival is an awesome, happy expression of its’ community and beyond.
Volunteering at the festival helps it to continue and contributes to your wonderful community.
If you’re thinking about helping out, then give us a text/whatsapp/call on 07951510366.

Festival Slam Poetry Night
@ The Albion
Wednesday 4th July at The Albion, London Rd, S2 4LE

It’s time for the 4th Sharrow Festival poetry slam, where poets
battle it out in 3 minute rounds to decide who is ultimate poetry
champ. Meet at 7.30 for an 8.00 start.
The event also features a guest headliner and is hosted by the
irrepressible Stan Skinny.
For slots and more info please email stanskinny@gmail.com

@ the
Poetry
Slam
2017
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Rileys & Co - Collective Nostalgia

					

& Kitchen

(The food’s a real treat - Ed.)

It’s an
Aladdin’s
cave - come
inside and
have a look

There’s an eclectic
mix of
vintage collectibles/
antiques/art/crafts/
and vinyl for sale.

“Kay & Matt Riley have made a magical
place to relax, eat, and browse.”

Rileys & Co

9 Farrar Road S7 1BU
(Behind Okeh Cafe / Herschell Road exit
from Mount Pleasant Park)

Opening Hours Mon Closed – Tues & Wed 10-4 Thur – Sat 10-4:30(ish) Sun 10-5.
Facebook: Rileysandco. Twitter: @rileys_co Instagram: rileysandco15
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ShipShape Health and Wellbeing Centre
In the heart of Sharrow at
The Stables, Sharrow Lane, S11 8AE
Tel: 0114 250 0222
info@shipshape.org.uk
Facebook: ShipShapeSheffield
Twitter: @ShipShapesheff

ShipShape is a Community Health Project and a lead organisation for People Keeping Well. We
run our services across, Nether Edge, Highfield, Sharrow, Broomhall, City Centre, Mosbrough, Hackenthorpe and Sothall/Beighton. The project works to support people improve their own wellbeing.
We offer group and one-to-one services, mainly free, occasionally at low-cost, both in our centre
and at local surgeries and community venues. Our programme is constantly changing so check at
the Centre or Facebook page to find out more.
These are a few activities and sessions we run at the centre. Health Checks - Diabetes Support
– Weight Management – Persistent Pain Support – Exercise Sessions – Cooking Sessions – Counselling – Games Club – Coffee Morning – Men’s Wellbeing – Walking Football – Table Tennis and
much more!

Walking for Purpose

Walking for Purpose is a
10-week programme
which we are running in
partnership with Sheffield
City Council. It is based at
ShipShape, the Broomhall
Centre, and OJS.

Here are some of the
comments we’ve had
from participants on the
Walking for purpose programme:
• I enjoy walking and
meeting new people!
• Its helped me back in
The programme consists
to employment
of a gentle walk and ena- • I like the walk and it
bles you to get support
helps me stay fit and
and receive help into
I’m enjoying it.
employment and training. • I’ve been trying to find
work, but some health
issues have made that
difficult, so the walking
• attracted me to the
project to lose weight
and improve my health.

Enjoy being
active with a
real purpose!

We also have a carers group that runs every
3rd Wednesday from 10:30am to12:30pm.
So, if you’re a carer and would like to take a
break come along to the group and enjoy
meeting new people in a free and fun environment.
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from the

Made in Sharrow Workshop

The Made in Sharrow workshop is run by Sharrow Community
Forum for people of all ages and abilities who want to develop their design and manufacture skills, improve their employability, or just spend some time enjoying the process of
making.
The project supports people to design and make a wide
range of bespoke items including furniture, signs, and much
more using CNC Router design and production techniques.
This year we are launching BIG FIX, a new range of products
to share some of the benefits and enjoyment of woodwork
with as many people as possible.
BIG FIX kits are easy woodwork projects perfect for beginners,
people with mobility difficulties or anyone who wants to enjoy
the satisfaction of prepping and assembling their own piece
of furniture. BIG FIX kits include component parts cut on our
CNC Router, which are sanded, glued and assembled at
home or in a workshop or classroom. Most kits do not require
nails or screws, can be assembled using sandpaper, a mallet and wood glue. BIG FIX products are lightweight, easy to
handle, useful and attractive.
Sharrow Community Forum is developing this line of products
as a social enterprise development project.

In March this year we were approached by Claire Jepson, an
occupational therapist at Sheffield Health and Social Care
NHS Foundation Trust who works with in-patients with dementia at a specialist unit in Grenoside. She had heard about
the workshop from a colleague who had volunteered with
GoodGym to help us build our workshop stools in November
2017.
The particular needs of the people Claire works with means
that they can’t use hammers or nails or other traditional
woodwork tools. So the simple, easy to assemble slot-fit products offer an ideal solution. Claire felt that the therapeutic
process of sanding, and the satisfaction of creating a high
quality item would be beneficial to her patients, many of
whom have previously worked in manufacturing or enjoyed
DIY projects at home before they became ill.
We ran a short training session with Claire and her team on
how to build a simple ‘Easy stool’, and they will be trying out
the approach with their patients later this summer.
We look forward to hearing how it went and working with
Claire and her team in the future.

Claire Jepson and her team collect their Easy Stools
ESOL class from Learn 4 Life

Made in Sharrow
now has a space at

Rileys and Co

on Farrar Rd, S7 1BU (see
page 9), where we are
promoting the project and
selling completed products
and BIG FIX kits for people to try themselves.

We are also looking for ways to recycle the ‘cut out ‘ sheets
of wood which are left over after a product has been cut on
the CNC Router. Some of these are available at Riley’s and
Co and there are more at the Made in Sharrow workshop.
We have already started using them for trellis, and for making
display stands, and for a new water play structure for Highfield Adventure Playground!

Narrow Box Planter kits

Frame for water play
structure using waste
Birthday party making Patchwork Box wood from workshop

For more information

Made in Sharrow shop at Rileys and Co

about BIG FIX and
Made in Sharrow
contact :
Sharrow Community
Forum on
01142508384 or
email reception@
sharrowcf.org.uk.

