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Chair’s Report
Jill Nanson, Chair of Sharrow Community Forum
This has been an exciting
year for Sharrow
Community Forum, and one
that marks the beginning of
a new phase. A very
generous donation from a
local entrepreneur gave us
some stability that helped
us to focus on preparing a
successful bid for the Big
Lottery Reaching
Communities Fund.
This funding will allow us to
build on our current
activities, such as Tea at
Adventures, our food
programme which
supported over 900 people
over the summer holidays,
and more since then. The
success of this initiative has
been widely acknowledged
and has led to invitations to
join citywide health
partnership boards, which

will further benefit the
people of Sharrow. It also
allows us to continue to
support partnership working
through the Abbeydale and
Sharrow Stakeholder
Group, and create new
opportunities for local
people to have a stronger
voice and greater influence
when it comes to local
decisions and issues.
As always, I’d like to say a
huge thank you to everyone
who has contributed this
year - to those who’ve taken
part in an event, visited the
Old Junior School, or used
Adventures; to partners
across the city; to our
funders and donors; to
colleagues old and new,
and to trustees past and
present. Longer-term
financial security gives us

the opportunity to do more
to support local
organisations and people;
develop local volunteering,
and build social capital. To
do this we also need your
input, after all, our purpose
is to strengthen
communities in Sharrow, by
improving the quality of life,
building the community’s
voice and bringing people
together. Please let us
know where you’d like us to
focus our efforts; join us at
an event or activity;
encourage your friends and
family to become members,
or find out about joining our
friendly Board of Trustees.
Jill Nanson, Chair
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Community Facilities

Group discussions at the
Love Sharrow
Conference in June

“It is wonderful to
have the cafe
facility which just
adds to the very
friendly and
supportive
environment of the
centre. “ Visitor

This year two more of our
community spaces at the
Old Junior School (OJS)
received a freshen up. The
small hall was repainted
and the vibrant but rather
worn out mural was painted
over, and the walls hung
with art from local artists.
The small meeting room
was also redecorated and
hung with new art works,
and frosting added to the
windows to give users
greater privacy.

the Old Junior School so
much they’ve added
another 2 classes.
Veronique, a very talented
artist runs an Art class on
Tuesday mornings and
Lizzie now runs a Life
drawing class on Monday
afternoons.

“I love using this venue
for training and have
used it many times over
the years, thanks so
much for providing the
Santander staff came to the resource to the
OJS to repaint the entrance
community! Your staff
hall and stairway in the
are always really
annex, creating a more
helpful.“ Campaign
welcoming entrance for
visitors to the Sheffield
Bootcamp

Donations from visitors and
staff at the Old Junior
School for food and other
items in reception has
raised money for Highfield
Adventure Playground. This
has also been a great way
to increase local interest
and knowledge of our work
as people stop to chat while
browsing the table!

In the last 18 months we
have greatly increased our
Amateur Boxing Club,
social media presence. On
Works Club and the
Mum’s United are a new
Facebook we’ve gained an
Workshop.
support group for mothers,
extra 266 followers an
aimed at raising awareness
This year we’ve been host
increase of 43% while our
of the risks young people
to a number of new groups
Highfield Adventure
face from involvement in as
Playground page followers
A women's Zumba class in well as tackling gangs, guns
have increased by 110% to
conjunction with
and anti-social behaviour.
759! By joining local
Thalassaemia South
The group have started to
Facebook groups we are
Yorkshire (TSY), now runs meet regularly on a
able to engage with many
on Thursday evenings to
Saturday at the Old Junior
more people in Sharrow
raise funds for TSY. This
School.
and the surrounding areas,
high energy class was great
The OJS and Highfield
and keep the community up
fun and an excellent
Trinity Church continue to
to date about projects and
workout for all abilities.
be home to some long
activities which they can get
The WEA (Worker’s
standing groups including
involved in.
Education Association) love the U3A (weekly sewing,

The small meeting
room had a fresh
coat of paint and
some new artwork
on the walls to give it
a brighter and more
cheerful feel. The
small hall has been
repainted and hung
with pictures from
local artists.
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French and Spanish
classes), Heeley Women’s
Writers, A-Mind Apart (after
school drama club,) Yoga
Lua UK, Lishi Tai Chi,
Ellesmere and Woodseats
Musical Theatre Groups
and more!

COMMUNITY
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2018 was the second year
of running Tea at
Adventures over the
summer holidays. The
project is part of a city
wide scheme, funded by
Sheffield City Council.
Activities and food costs
for families can rise
significantly in the summer
when children are out of
school. The project aims
to ease that burden by
bringing children and
families together to eat
and play over the 6 weeks
holidays. Staff and
volunteers worked
together to prepare daily

Maz turns the hose on the kids
during the heatwave, and a
’bridesmaid’ cuts the cake at the
Royal Wedding Party

nutritious meals for
children and families
attending the Playground,
5 days a week. All meals
included at least three
vegetables and everything
was prepared from
scratch in the kitchen
Over the holidays 938
people registered and ate
at Tea at Adventures, with
a 3166 meals served! A
large number of local
families attended and ate
with us regularly and
made eating at Tea at
Adventures apart of their
summer holiday routine.
We were all disappointed
when the water pump
broke at the beginning of
the year, flooding the
playground. After lengthy
investigations into the fault
we now know that it is not
repairable, and a
replacement or alternative
will need to be
considered. It was missed
by everyone this long hot
summer but we made up
for it with regular water
play, paddling pools and a
new ‘water wow’ play
feature.
Staff from Santander gave
up a day of their time to
come and redecorate the
inside of the community
building. With a fresh coat
of paint on the walls and
colourful borders on the

““We can walk to the adventure
playground and see local people
and children and feel part of the
community.” Parent

notice boards the rooms
look much brighter and
more cheerful.
We celebrated the
wedding of Prince Harry
and Megan Markel with a
Royal wedding party,
featuring a wedding cake,
bridesmaids and an
appearance from the
happy couple themselves.
This years Autumn
Carnival attracted around
200 people, and featured
dancers and a fire spinner
as well as the family
lantern parade .

We would like to say a
very big thank you to
grant makers and
individual donors who
have pledged money to
improve or build new
play structures at the
Playground. In particular,
we would like to say thank
you to Alan Deadman, the
Medina Mosque and to JG
Graves Charitable Trust.
With their help, we are
now working with a
contractor to design and

“My children get to
taste different foods to
what I cook at home,
and it did help reduce
the cost during the
holidays which is a
particularly hard time
for me.” Parent, Tea at
Adventures
build exciting new play
structures which will be in
play by spring 2019.
Finally thank you to our
volunteers and informal
helpers. They help make
the playground such a
special place for children
and families in our
neighbourhood and from
across the city.

New water play structure, and
the royal couple visit the
playground!
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Reaching Communities
Since Sharrow Community
Forum was first constituted, 21
years ago, its vision and aims
have remained constant. For the
last 5 years, we have embarked
on a community development
programme through Community
Organisers and Our Place
funding. This launched areawide conversations with
residents, services and
businesses about the kind of
neighbourhood they want
Sharrow to be, how they would
like to work with each other, and
what our role should be. What
emerged was a strategy which
has positioned us strongly as a
listening and enabling
organisation, which protects and
develops community assets.

SHARROW

COMMUNITY

The culmination of this work has
been a proposal and activity
plan that was submitted to the
Big Lottery (Reaching
Communities) fund in August
this year. We have just found
out that this has been
successful!!
This offers SCF 3 years of
funding to develop local assets
and support local people in line
with our objectives. It will also
provide extra staff capacity,
offering training and volunteer
support and enable resident led
action through a local
community chest.
This is a significant step forward
for the forum and a big

FO RUM

challenge – we are relishing the
opportunity to continue to work
for and with local people. An
outline of the work we will be
delivering for our community is
in the table below. There is a
great deal of planning and
development work to be done
before we launch this
programme of work, but we are
very excited about the future and
the opportunities this offers for
our community.
If you have any questions about
the work we are planning to
deliver through Reaching
Communities funding, please get
in touch.
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The Abbeydale and Sharrow Stakeholders Group
local people with city wide
decision makers, and as a
starting point for further
conversations about issues
affecting Abbeydale and
Sharrow.

range of demographic groups.

The full survey report will be
published later this year and
distributed throughout the
The Abbeydale and Sharrow
area and online. The tables
Stakeholder Group (ASSG),
below give a summary of
formed in 2016, is a
themes and issues raided by
Many thanks to everyone who
partnership of local community
respondents. The results of the took the time to tell us their
and voluntary organisations,
survey have already shaped
views, and to members of the
statutory services including the
the ASSGs agenda going
ASSG who worked in close
police and youth services. The
forward, and been drawn on to partnership to make this piece
ASSG is working to tackle
help Sheffield City Council set of work possible.
issues affecting our
its local area priorities. It will be
neighbourhood, support
used to share the voices of
community cohesion and
promote positive stories about
What do you like about the area?
Abbeydale and Sharrow.
Frequency of issues raised accross all responses (230 )
The 2018 Community Survey
The ASSG 2018 community
survey was designed to give an
indication of local people’s
perceptions of the area, and
what their priorities are. The
results of the survey are a
snapshot of our communities
wide ranging views and
attitudes, The survey,
conducted in May 2018, had
three main questions:

Community spirit, people and friendliness
Diversity
68

Trees, parks and playgrounds

61

Well located/convinient for amenities

47

Safe, peaceful or quiet

23

Events, activities, things to do

23

Schools

16

Family and friends nearby

10

Highfield Adventure Playground

8

Other

6

Nothing I like

What don’t you like about the
area?

2
0

What would you change
about the area?
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What don't you like about the area?
(229 responses)

We also asked people to tell us
their age, postcode, and their
ethnic or cultural background to
help us understand how
representative of the local
community the responses
were. The survey was
anonymous. Information was
collected online through survey
monkey, through social media,
via paper questionnaires left in
venues in the area and through
face to face conversations.

Cleanliness, litter, rubbish, fouling
crime, antisocial behaviour and…
Traffic, air pollution, dangerous…
drinking, drugs and drug dealing

We collected a total of 230
responses with input from a

COMMUNITY

74

Shops, independent businesses and cafes

What do you like about the
area?

SHARROW

78

Need for better facilities,…
Shops/Local economy issues
Tree felling
Smoking
Housing issues
Vermin
Other
Nothing I don’t like

46
15
11
10
8
5
5
3
14
19

0
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Made in Sharrow
The Made in Sharrow
workshop is a CNC woodwork
space run by Sharrow
Community Forum. The project
supports people to design and
make a wide range of bespoke
items including furniture,
signs, and much more using CNC
Router design and production
techniques.
We offer a range of services
and opportunities including:
Workshops in CNC production
from design to manufacture
Off-the-shelf or collaborative
project and products
Bespoke designs to your brief
Sessions for a range of groups
including ESOL, youth groups,
people with disabilities or
mobility issues.
Private parties and team
building events

ESOL sessions
These sessions, in partnership
with Learn 4 Life, introduce
learners to new vocabulary and
applied English skills.
Learners follow instructions in
English and speak about their
work. This activity is perfect
for those who learn best in a
non-classroom environment, and
action based learning can
benefit all participants. This
group is making lightweight
stools to take away with them
at the end of the course.

Patchwork Box Birthday
Party
Participants sanded and
decorated the pieces of a cube
shaped box using masking tape
and colourful wood stain. After
a break for cake while the wood
stain dried, they swapped
pieces around to create their
patchwork boxes.
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Made in Sharrow Retail
This spring we experimented with the
idea of selling designs, projects and
cut outs at local emporium Rileys
and Co., who kindly offered us a
months free rent on the sales space.
This was a really great way of
getting our products into the
community to be seen, and promoting
the project.
We have since been offering products
for sale in reception at the Old
Junior School—either ready made or
Big Fix (self assembly) and this has
been really popular with visitors to the centre. Narrow Planters and
Easy stools have been the most popular products so far, and several
customers have come back to buy a second or third item.
We will be selling our Big Fix products at Nether Edge Farmers and
Christmas Market on Sunday 9th December
Easy Stool
Spruce ply, Untreated

BIG FIX kits

BIG FIX kits are easy woodwork
projects perfect for beginners,
with or without a handle people with mobility
difficulties or anyone who wants
£23
to enjoy the satisfaction of
BIG FIX Kit £15
prepping and assembling their
own piece of furniture.
Narrow Box Planter
BIG FIX kits include component
OSB, perfect indoor
parts cut on our CNC Router,
window box or storage
which are sanded, glued and
for narrow spaces.
assembled at home or in a
£11
workshop or classroom. Most kits
do not require nails or screws,
BIG FIX Kit £7
can be assembled using
sandpaper, a mallet and wood
Friends Box
glue.
Birch ply, untreated
BIG FIX products are designed to
Designed for use in colbe lightweight, easy to handle,
laborative workshops
useful and attractive. Sharrow
£15
Community Forum is developing
this line of products as a social
BIG FIX kit £9
enterprise development project.
Lightweight but sturdy ,
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Become a Member of Sharrow Community Forum
If you want to get involved and influence the work of the Forum, why not join us?
Membership is open to individuals or groups who live, work, trade or volunteer in the area, or
who have an interest in the Sharrow neighbourhood. Every month you will receive a monthly
email newsletter keeping you informed of activities and events, and we welcome your ideas
and input into what we do through our AGM, at our conferences, and through volunteering
opportunities.
Our mission is to strengthen communities in Sharrow by improving the quality of life, building
the community’s voice and bringing people together.
A. Attract &
maintain
resources into the
area

Bringing people together

B. Foster a
vibrant and active
community

C. Improve
community use of
the natural and
built environment

Supporting local
organisations

Community has the skills
to affect change

Resources match
community needs

The last couple of years has seen Sharrow Today being produced
intermittently due to the lack of funding, so we are delighted to announce that it
will be making a return in 2019. SCF has extra funding for the next 3 years
(see page 4) which will allow the popular local newspaper to be produced on a
quarterly basis. We will be announcing details soon. We will also be looking
for local groups and volunteers to contribute articles, support the editorial and
distribution. If you are interested in joining the editorial team, or you know
someone who might have skills to bring to supporting this valuable community
newspaper, please get in touch with us.

Contact Sharrow Community Forum on 0114 250 8384, email
reception@sharrowcf.org.uk or call in at The Old Junior School, South View
Road, Sheffield, S7 1DB, or follow the pop up on our website
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