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BUILDING THE COMMUNITY’S VOICE

The Building Block

Building jobs for people in Sharrow
by Rachel Cosens

Inside

A brilliant project has been creating brand new construction jobs for people in Sharrow and the local area.
The Building Block aims to support local people to retrain
into careers in the construction industry; vital skills which
will support an ambitious scheme of building 10,000 new
homes over the next 10 years in Sheffield.
Already the scheme has seen 216 people start the training, 127 people become Employment Site Ready, and 70
achieve employment within the industry. Specialist skills
training includes plastering, plumbing, electrics, roofing,
and joinery as well as many other aspects of construction. Trainees will benefit from an intensive ‘crash course’
followed by on-site work experience, and will lead to the
opportunity to apply for the Construction Skills Certification
Scheme (CSCS) card.
If you would like to find out more or get involved then contact Zaheer or Tammy on 0114 2132307.
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Sharrow and Abbeydale Community Contacts
The Councillors for the Sharrow and Nether Edge Ward are:

Other Useful contact details

What do I do if large waste items have been dumped near
Tel: 07583 018289 (mobile) me? Phone Streets Ahead to report it on 0114 273 4567
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)
Who do I contact to get litter removed from my street? If it is
blue bins or black bins in the street then call Veolia, if it is flyThe regular Labour councillors’ surgeries are on:
tipping then Streets ahead on 0114 273 4567
1st Saturday of the month from 11.00 am until 12.00 at Dalton
How can I help the regular litter picking team in Sharrow? See
Court Community Centre, 2 Dalton Court, Sheffield, S8 0YU.
the Sheffield Litter Pickers Facebook Page and look out for
The centre is located off Abbeydale Road. No appointment
posters about monthly Sharrow Litter Picks that you can join in
needed.
Strip the Willow or the Old Junior School noticeboard and in
2nd Saturday of the month between 12.00 and 1.00 pm at
many other places.
Highfield Library, London Road, Sheffield S2 4NF. No appointWho should I contact about any vermin / pests in /or near my
ment needed.
house? Contact Environmental Protection on 0114 273 4567
How do I report anti-social behaviour in my local area? Phone
Cllr Peter Garbutt(Green Party)		
Tel: 0114 27 35380
101 to report it. If there is immediate danger phone 999. You
can also make reports online at https://www.reportingcrime.
Email: Peter.Garbutt@councillor.sheffield.gov.uk
uk/. You can also volunteer to help the police on www.southCllr Alison Teal (Green Party)		
Tel: 07500765419 (mobile) yorkshire.police.uk/content/volunteer-vacancies
Email: alison.teal@sheffield.gov.uk
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) My neighbours are really noisy – what can I do about it?
Phone 101 to report it. If it is ongoing phone 0114 273 4567
The regular Green Party councillor’s surgery is on:
and speak to environmental protection
3rd Saturday of the month between 10.30 and 11.30 am at
I’d like to help at the Autumn Carnival: email vicki@igniteimHighfield Library, London Road, Sheffield S2 4NF. No appointaginations.org.uk / dawn@sharrowcf.org.uk
ment needed.
I’d like to help with Sharrow Festival: email Colin Havard at
cjhavard@gmail.com
Paul Blomfield is the MP for Sheffield Central ward, which cov- I want to help improve Mount Pleasant Park– how do I do
ers Sharrow.
that? Join the Friends of Mount Pleasant Park Group. See the
Friends of Mount Pleasant Park Facebook page for more inforHe can be contacted on 0114 272 2882 or via paul.blomfield.
mation.
mp@parliament.uk His consituency office is Unit 4, Edmund
Road Business Centre, 135 Edmund Road, Sheffield S2 4ED. His I live on the Lansdowne Estate and want to know more about
what’s going on there: Contact the Lansdowne TARA on
website is www.paulblomfield.co.uk.
Lansdowne.tara@yahoo.com
Regular surgeries are held on: 4th Friday of each month between 4.00 -5.00pm and 2nd Saturday of each month (except I run a business in the Abbeydale Road area and I’d like to
work with others to improve the local economy and address
April and Dec) between 9.30-10.30am. Please tel. 0114 272
issues affecting local businesses: Join Abbeydale Retail Com2882 frst to check the dates and book your appointment.
munity (voluntary group) email abbeydaleretail@gmail.com
Cllr Jim Steinke (Labour)		
Email: jim.steinke@sheffield.gov.uk
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Lansdowne Urban Meadow
By Lansdowne TARA

Lansdowne’s urban wild flower
meadow planted by the Pictorial
Meadows has been turning many
heads this spring and summer.
The meadow has attracted a lot
of attention especially from bees
and has turned an unloved patch
of grass nestled in amidst the
concrete and traffic of Sheffield
city centre into a riot of colour.
Some readers may be aware of
other urban wildflower meadows
and verges in our region, for example Rotherham Borough Council has been planting wildflower
seeds on a stretch between the
town centre, Catcliffe and Bramley since 2013. In suitable areas,
planting wildflowers and/or allowing grasses to grow long can save
local councils money, as well as
encouraging wildlife and providing habitat to vital pollinators like
bees and butterflies. Of course,
they are also beautiful to behold!
Lansdowne Tenants and Residents Association (TARA) paid for
the planting of the annual meadow via the levy money received
from it’s members, but they need
to raise £2000 for it to be replanted next year.
If the TARA can raise more than
this, they may be able to afford
to plant a perennial turf meadow
which will regenerate each year
with minimal maintenance. This is
more expensive than planting an-

If you are interested in helping
you can donate money via the
Lansdowne TARA’s Urban Wild
Flower Meadow GoFundMe
page. (https://www.gofundme.
com/f/urban-wild-flower-meadow) .
Every little helps, and it would
be wonderful to see this wild
meadow returning next year
and beyond.
If you’d like to get involved in
the Lansdowne TARA, please
email lansdowne_tara@yahoo.
com.
The group organises a wide
range of activities for local residents, which included a coach
trip to Scarborough this summer.
View of the meadow from Cliff Street looking up Cemetery Road
nual seeds but means the meadow will be more sustainable and
benefit local people and wildlife
for years to come.

Rosie, a local resident, who regularly walks past the meadow on
her way to and from the city
centre said:
“Both my girls love the meadow.
We have seen people taking
photos next to the flowers, and it
was wonderful seeing the colours
change as different flowers came
through. It would be great to
have a path going through it next
year so people could really get
immersed in the meadow. It has
transformed the area and made
people feel proud and excited –
it’s a real focal point.”

Local Boxing Champ turns professional
By Brendan Warburton

The Vanills Gorilla
Head coach Brendan Warburton if you like, and now he wants to
Sheffield City Boxing Club - based Cheered on by nearly 250 of his
take it as far as he can go. Also,
was impressed with his display.
supporters, Callum won every
at the Old Junior School in Sharrow - has had more success in the round of the 4-round bout. While “It couldn’t have gone any better he is a great coach and still runs
sessions at the gym. Most imporfor Callum for his debut. He was
this was light heavy-weight Calring lately. In July they had their
lum’s first professional bout it was very cool and composed, and he tantly he is a great role model for
first boxer to turn to the profesDube’s 96th bout! Beardow,who boxed to instructions. He’s got a the gym too.”
sional side of the sport: bright future in the sport. He was
competes with the ring name
Callum hopes to be back in the
a decorated amateur winning
“The Vanilla Gorilla”, volunteers
Callum Beardow (23yrs old)
his time coaching at Sheffield City a national title and is the current ring before the end of the year
stepped through the ropes at
- so keep up to date with his
the Magna Centre in Rotherham Boxing Club while training full time English champion at his weight.
progress in Sharrow Today!
He’s served his apprenticeship
as a boxer.
against Elvis Dube from Derby.

4 Sharrow Today 							

September 2019

Health and Wellbeing

Agony of de-feet!
By Yvonne Wray, Chair of Sharrow-based Action Collective.

I’m sure most of us at some point
in our lives have heard the words
... “Nice Shoes!”
But how many of us have heard
the words ... “Nice feet!”

“I’m wearing shoes that are killing my sole; heels that are too
high and tight. I can’t breathe in
man-made materials no matter
how good they look. It makes me
sweat and smelly and gives me
athletes’ foot. If you wear socks,
please change them every day,
and dry me well.”

We use our feet everyday, yet
we care more about our hair
and face. You may argue that
it’s because our hair and face
are usually more visible than our
“We know the time will come to
feet, but that shouldn’t mean we remove your painful shoes. We
should take less care of them.
brace ourselves for the swelling
aching pain that comes from the
When we are born, our feet are
abuse and suffering. The way
shaped perfectly in proportion to
you treat us at times is unbearour size. If we care for our body,
able.”
including our feet, it will take care
of us too. But we in the western
“We were born beautiful, now
world are slaves to fashion and
look at us... hammered toes with
our poor feet suffer the consecorns so painful we can hardly
quences. Especially women. We walk. You keep on pushing us into
wear shoes that are called fashshoes that are too tight. Our toe
ionable, and they do look good! nails once had a healthy look.
BUT… Our feet are shouting ...
Painting me constantly has made
“I’m in pain!”
me discoloured. You hurt my feelWe say “Shut up feet, this is not
ings when you say that you hate
about you right now!”
me or “I’m killing you”. You talk as
if you don’t know me. Please let
If our feet could talk, what would
me introduce myself ... “My name
they say?
is feet and I belong to you!”

• Moisturise your feet regularly
Nail and fungal problems are
and remove rough or cracked
extremely common. 16% of all
skin
Europeans are thought to be suffering from some form of infection • Always cut toenails straight,
NEVER at an angle, to avoid
or foot problem. For example,
ingrowing toenails.
in-growing toenails, which are
caused when the sides of toe nail • Limit your time wearing high
heels.
pierce the surrounding skin.
• Wear clean and well-fitting
socks
Here are some tips on good foot
• Our feet swell in size slightly
care from the NHS. Following
throughout the day. Buy shoes
these can help you avoid comin the afternoon, when your
mon foot problems:
feet are at the largest.
• Wash your feet often
• Dry your feet well after washRemember - walk good.
ing

‘Good Neighbours’ tackle loneliness and isolation
By Sheffield Churches Council for Community Care

“The most terrible poverty is loneliness and the feeling of being
•
unloved”. Mother Teresa.
•

home aids and adaptations;
Short term feeding of pets;
Assistance with moving small
items of furniture to facilitate a
Sheffield Churches Council for
hospital bed delivery or hospiCommunity Care (SCCCC) is a
tal discharge;
Charitable Incorporated Organi- • Taking an older person home
sation (CIO) originally formed as
from A&E following an accia charity in 1966 and registered in
dent;
1967 as an ecumenical organisa- • Holiday check (short term for
tion supporting older people in
the duration of a relative’s
the local community. Recently,
holiday);
we received The Queens Award • Occasional sitting to give a
for Voluntary Service.
carer time to attend an appointment;
The Good Neighbour Scheme is
•
Escort to hospital appointnow in its 53rd year and has been
ments;
supporting thousands of older
•
Regular or occasional friendly
people over the age of 65 since
visiting to prevent loneliness
1966. Many are vulnerable, disand isolation.
advantaged, lonely or isolated.
•
Collecting an older person
Between 2017–18 we had 173
from hospital and settling
referrals for a friendly visitor, this
them in whilst waiting for folincreased to 182 in 2018-19 and
low on care services to arrive.
we continue to receive large
It
relies
on a large number of
numbers of referrals from Social
volunteers
to help combat isolaworkers, family members, GP’s,
tion
and
loneliness
amongst older
Community Support Worker and
generations
in
Sheffield.
Occupational Therapists.
SCCCC, also provides a range
of free services to support older
people in the Sheffield area,
including:
• Arranging basic shopping to
be delivered for a patient on
discharge;
• Delivering and fitting small

Loneliness is a bigger problem
than simply an emotional experience. Research shows that
loneliness and social isolation are
harmful to our health: lacking social connections is as comparable a risk factor for early death as
smoking 15 cigarettes a day, and

is worse for us than well-known risk
factors such as obesity and physical inactivity. Loneliness increases
the likelihood of mortality by 26%
(Campaign to end loneliness
website).

Do you have an hour to spare
each week or fortnight? Do you
want to help make a difference
to a socially isolated older person by visiting them in their home
for a chat or speaking with them
on the telephone? We’ll pay
your travel expenses and you’ll
get training and support to volunteer with us.
Please join our Good Neighbour Scheme by contacting us on
volunteers@scccc.co.uk or ring us
on 0114 2505293. We can then
email you or post out our application pack to you. For more
details, visit our website/social
media pages - https://scccc.co.uk
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Made in Sharrow!
By Chris Jarratt

The Made in Sharrow workshop shops’ on the following dates:
is a space for people of all ages • Saturday 30th November
and abilities who want to devel- Build a Birdhouse
op their design and manufacture Christmas Workshop - 10am-1pm
skills, improve their employability, £24 - refreshments included.
or just spend some time enjoying • Saturday 7th December
the process of making. Made in Build a Children’s Tool Set
Sharrow is based in the Old Junior Christmas Workshop -10am-3pm
School and offers workshops de- £40 - Light lunch and
livered by professional and experi- refreshments included.
enced designer/makers, and sup- • Sunday 8th December
ported by the youth work team.
Build a Children’s Tool Set
Christmas Workshop - 10am-3pm
The project supports people to £40 - Light lunch and
design and make a wide range of refreshments included.
bespoke items including furniture, • Tuesday 10th December
signs, and much more using CNC Build a Birdhouse
Router design and production Christmas Workshop - 10am-1pm
techniques.
£24 - refreshments included.
The workshop offers people the
chance to learn design and wood Made in Sharrow will have a stall
work skills in a friendly and safe en- at Nether Edge Christmas Marvironment where they can make ket on Sun, 1st Dec, selling Shar& take away a high quality prod- row-made, sustainable, wooden
Christmas gifts and decorations.
uct that they can feel proud of.
As part of the sessions offered at
the Made in Sharrow workshop
they will be running ‘Build Your
Own Christmas Presents Work-

To enquire about the workshops,
sessions, and Made in Sharrow
workshop please contact
reception@sharrowcf.org.uk

MP’s Big Conversation for you to #HaveYourSay
By Paul Blomfield, MP for Sheffield Central

I can only do this job with your
help. Since I was first elected as
an MP, I’ve run The Big Conversation every September to hear
constituents’ views and concerns,
and it shapes my priorities at the
start of each Parliamentary year.

nect people with politics, and it’s
even more important now. Do
come along to one of the events
and share your views with me.

Early events include a discussion
on climate change, a meeting
for women, and inevitably one on
Last year, 1,375 people got inBrexit. Later on there’s a discusvolved with the Big Conversation. sion for small businesses (Friday,
I listen and respond to constitu20th September), an event about
ents all year round, but it’s really
‘Broken Politics and How to Mend
helpful to hear from so many
It’ in Sharrow Community Forum
people in a short period of time,
(Friday, 27th September) and an
open meeting in Nether Edge
and it’s powerful when I go to
Parliament and base my comBowling Club (Thursday, 3rd October). If the event you want to
ments on real experience.
attend has already taken place
It helps me know the general
by the time Sharrow Today reachconcerns - from the NHS funding es you then please contact me
crisis to homelessness and rough
with your views and concerns. My
sleeping. But individual issues are contact details are on page 2 of
just as important; last year’s points the paper.
went from misogyny a hate crime
I’m also running a survey to get
to parking outside schools. Often, I’ve won significant changes people’s views on their priorities.
I’ve kept it short, so it’ll only take
– from benefit payments to the
terminally ill to new rules on pay- a couple of minutes to complete.
day lending.
You can see the full programme,
I follow up on every issue raised
and fill out the survey, on my
and produce a report saying
website: https://www.paulblomwhat I’ve done. You can read
field.co.uk/the-big-conversalast year’s in the 2018 Big Conver- tion-2019/.
sation section on my website.
Do get involved, spread the
When I became an MP nearly a
word, and help everybody have
their say.
decade ago, I wanted to con-
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Highfield Library Fun Palace
Fun Palace at Highfield Library
– Sat 5th Oct 11am-3pm
Highfield Library Fun Palace is
part of Fun Palaces 2019, a free,
nationwide celebration of community, bringing people together
with arts and sciences, taking
place on Saturday 5th October.
Based on a never-built idea from
theatre director Joan Littlewood
and architect Cedric Price, the
first Fun Palaces took place in the
UK and worldwide in October
2014, when 138 venues, locations,
communities and groups created
their own local events. Over 3000
people took part in organising
these events, many of them as
volunteers, and approximately
40,000 people participated in Fun
Palaces in person, while tens of
thousands more engaged with
them online.
In 2015 the number of Fun Palaces rose to 142 across the UK and
internationally, with some 50,000
people participating.
Fun Palaces create events that
bring together arts and sciences
– but above all PEOPLE – to work
together, create together, have
FUN together, and in doing so,
build our own communities, from
the grassroots up.

Last year Highfield Library held
their first ever Fun Palace event,
where the local community
came together to share skills and
have fun at the same time. This
involved music improvisation,
sign language sessions and craft
activities for all ages.
This year, we’ve decided to do it
again on Saturday 5th October
but we want to make it bigger
and better!
In preparation for the event,
people of all ages are invited to
come along to Highfield Library
on Saturday 21st September between 1.30pm – 3.30pm and help
to plan things for the event and
create bunting and posters.
Activities confirmed for Fun Palace Day so far include:
• Learn a new language Spanish and Russian
• Learn how to Salsa dance
• Drop in and draw a still life
• Learn how to print with potatoes
• Puppet making with a Puppet
show
• Leaf decorating
If you’d like to be involved please
get in touch with us by email
highfield.library@sheffield.gov.uk
or tel 0114 2037204 / 2930018

SYP ALERTS:

Can we get 25,000 people signed up?
Do you want to know what your
neighbourhood officers are doing, where they’ll be on patrol or
if they’ll have any pop-in police
stations near you soon?

with you - the communities they
serve!
SYP Alerts gives our officers a
chance to tell you all of this information, as well as sharing crime
prevention advice and local
good news!

There are now nearly 25,000
people signed up to receive SYP
Alerts - a free messaging service
that gives your local officers the
You can sign up free at www.
chance to communicate directly sypalerts.co.uk “

September 2019
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Could you provide a home and
support for a young refugee?
gees funded by the Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) The
project supports local authority
employees to provide high quality support to the young asylum
seekers and refugees in their
care. The project started in January 2018, and will finish in October 2020. Recruitment of carers
started in May 2019.

In 2018, nearly 3,000 young people claimed asylum in the UK.
They arrived alone, seeking safety
and protection after long difficult
journeys, having left their homes
due to conflict, persecution, political instability or other reasons.

Welcoming Young Refugees
project

Migration Yorkshire is supporting
local authorities in Yorkshire and
Humber to recruit foster carers
and supported lodgings providers for young refugees. They are
These unaccompanied young
training new and experienced
refugees are children or young
carers to support unaccompapeople who find themselves
nied young refugees and apprealone and seeking protection
ciate their specific needs. They
in the UK, separated from their
are also carrying out research to
families or carers. Some were traf- improve services and support officked and rescued from exploita- fered to young people and their
tion. Others have refugee status
carers.
or are in the asylum process. First
and foremost they are young
This is part of a regional project
people.
called Welcoming Young Refu-

role in their transition to adulthood. Young people can show
remarkable resilience but they
need good support and access
to education and opportunities.
Carers can help young people
settle and navigate the complicated systems we are familiar
with in the UK.
Foster carers recruited through
the project will be assessed and,
if approved, will become carers
for Sheffield City Council. They
will be supported by a Social
Worker, and have opportunities
to meet other carers and receive
a foster care allowance and a
skills payment from the Local Authority. They will have access to
extensive wrap-around support,
including training and support
groups provided by Sheffield City
Council.

Jess Adams, a Social worker
based in Sheffield, is working to
recruit foster carers for the WYR
project across the whole of South
Yorkshire. Jess is working with
fostering teams in each local
authority to ensure the project
complements existing foster carer
recruitment campaigns in each
area, and targets individuals and
communities who are specifically
interested in caring for this group
of children and young people
If you are interested in finding out
and who have an awareness of
more about becoming a Foster
their specific needs.
carer for an unaccompanied
Anyone can apply to be a fosasylum seeking child, you can
ter carer. There are just a few
look online at www.welcomingyspecific requirements. You must oungrefugees.org.uk, email us at
be over 21, be a British Citizen or wyr@migrationyorkshire.org.uk,
have indefinite leave to remain,
check out the Welcoming Young
and have a spare bedroom in
Refugees page on Facebook or
your home.
call 0113 5351048 to speak to a
member of the project team.
For young refugees, a home represents a place to recover from
Or keep an eye out for Jess at
past trauma and begin life in the local community events, she’ll be
UK. Most are in their mid to late
very happy to speak to you and
teens, so carers play an essential answer any questions you have.
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A Summer of fun at
Highfield Adventure
Playground

This summer holidays, Highfield Adventure Playground
has been buzzing with activity. As well as providing
free home cooked meals 5 days a week over the 6
weeks holidays through the Tea at Adventures project,
staff and volunteers have been working really hard to
improve the look and feel of the playground, with the
help and support of children, volunteers, and local
families.
Artist Patrick Amber worked with children over several
weeks to create a fantastical, dream-like mural which
extends around the outside walls of the playground
building and gives the place a lively, welcoming feel.
Volunteers also worked hard in creating metres and
metres of bunting to decorate the playground during
Sharrow Festival; the bunting looked so great that the
decision was made to keep it up all year round!
This years’ warm weather meant that the tap and water-play areas were especially popular, with children
and parents building channels, dams, rivers and pools
in the sand - keeping cool and testing their engineering skills at the same time!
The ‘Tea at Adventures’ project served lots of meals to
hungry families during the summer, with food served
reflecting different tastes, cultures and nationalities, it
truly was a world kitchen! People attending said that
the project had helped them to save money over the
summer holidays, provided a chance for them and
their children to meet new people, and gave them the
opportunity to be with the community - pretty great
outcomes to say the least!
Look out for upcoming projects, opening times and
free activities at Highfield Adventure Playground by
liking the Facebook page and checking www.sharrowcf.org.uk
Children paint a new mural covering the walls of the HAP community building;
Mad Hatters Tea Party; Families enjoy digging rivers and building dams in the
sand during the Sharrow Festival
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Nature Shapes painted by volunteers and members of the community adorn the fences of the Playground. Shapes and objects were chosen which
reflect nature - bringing a connection between the urban community and the natural environment.

Summer holidays at Highfield Adventure Playground was buzzing with activity as well as providing free home-cooked meals.

“It made me feel really proud to be a part of painting the amazingly colourful mural
at Adventures. It felt like I was a part of making some history! AND it was really
rewarding because painting with Patrick was really encouraging and helpful. I really wanted to do it, I really enjoyed it and it was SO MUCH FUN!!! I am so happy I
got the chance to be a part of it. “
Isla, aged 8.
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Community support

Useful Contacts

for Lansdowne Estate Residents
and the whole community
At the end of July, Officers from the Housing and Neighbourhoods
Service attended a meeting with the local Policing team, Councillors and members of the Lansdowne Tenants and Residents Association to discuss how they could work together to ensure that the
estate was kept clean, tidy and safe. The Estates Team carry out
daily checks of the estate and remove any rubbish or fly tipping they
find. At the meeting it was agreed that residents needed to be more
aware of how to report wide ranging issues they may encounter.
The Sheffield Council Housing Team has produced a table of useful
contacts designed for residents and local businesses.
This meeting was a one-off and there are no other meetings
planned for the future however the Lansdowne TARA meet regularly
and is open to all residents. Residents can also contact the Housing and Neighbourhoods Service on (0114)293 0000 to report any
Sheffield City Council housing related issues including fly tipping and
cleaning of communal areas.

September 2019
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Made in Sheffield

J.G.GRAVES Part 1
by Caroline Wells

John George Graves is known in
Sheffield for his gifts to the city,
including Graves Park, Graves Art
Gallery and Graves Leisure Centre. However, very few people
know anything about him or how
he acquired his money.

£5.00 (£584.63 today), at a time
when a watch was a luxury for
the middle classes and an exception for a working man.

In August 1883 the Post Office
had introduced an inland postal
service and Graves used this
This article will endeavour to shine service for delivering his watches.
some light on the background of Customers were able to buy the
this Sheffield entrepreneur, and
watches on credit, paying a degive an insight to the ideas of this posit when they placed the order
influential man.
and re-paying the balance in
regular instalments, a novel idea
Sheffield in the 1860’s was a dirty at the time. This was the begintown with lots of ‘Little Mesters’,
ning of the mail order business in
steel works, and collieries, belch- the U.K.
ing out clouds of ash and metalfilled smoke. The steel works
A similar idea was already in
at that time employed about
operation in America. ‘Sears’
150,000 people.
mail order had begun in 1888,
but many years before, in 1744,
John George was born on 22nd
Benjamin Franklin produced the
August 1866, in Horncastle, Linfirst catalogue, of scientific and
colnshire, the eldest of five chilacademic books he had for sale.
dren of Thomas and Julia-Augus- However, the earliest catalogue
ta Graves who were Wesleyan
to be produced was in 1498
Methodists, following in the foot- when Aldus Mariuitus printed a
steps of John Wesley, an influen- catalogue of books he was pubtial preacher and hymn writer.
lishing.
Aged 8, J.G. and his family
moved to Heckmondwike in Yorkshire where he attended Batley
Grammar school, a 2 mile walk
each way.

Back to Graves. In 1888 he
moved his business to larger
premises on Furnival Street, where
he advertised his services as a
watchmaker. Two years later
he moved his business again to
On leaving school at 14, in 1880, Surrey Street in premises located
J.G. was apprenticed to German underneath Montgomery Hall,
watchmaker William Wichman,
where he employed his first memwhose premises were on Gibralber of staff.
ter Street in Sheffield, costing his
father 30 guineas (£2,305 today). After marrying Lucy Dawson of
He worked from 8.00 a.m. till 8.30 Roxby, Lincolnshire, in July 1891
p.m., Monday to Friday and until J.G. moved from the basement
11.00p.m. on Saturdays, and was of Montgomery Hall to Harcourt
paid one shilling (5p) which was
Road in Crookes.
occasionally forgotten.
Two years later Graves moved
After serving his apprenticeship,
business premises for the 3rd time
J.G. moved into lodgings at 13
to 63 Arundel Street and expandHanover Square and started his
ed his wares to include silverown itinerant (moving from place smithing, jewellery and cutlery. In
to place) business as a watch
the same year he started regular
repairer, building up contacts
men’s meetings of the Y.M.C.A.
throughout Nottinghamshire and at Walkley.
Derbyshire.
The last years of the 1890’s saw
John George developed his
Graves elected as an indetrade selling lever watches that
pendent councillor for Sheffield
were made in Birmingham. He
Council. He also began the mail
bought in bulk and sold at a
order aspect of his business and
lower price than the imported
increased the number of his busiAmerican versions.
ness premises. His main business
was based in the old Sheffield
Graves almost single-handedly
Waterworks Company building
saved the watch trade in Engon the corner of Division Street
land at a time when almost all
(now Lloyds No1 Bar), employing
watches were imported from
over 700 staff!
America.
In 1878 the price for a first- class
That’s it for now, more in the next
English made watch was about
edition
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Local Artist:
Isaac Stovell

“Edgy, Genderfluid, Creative”

Isaac Stovell is a poet, wordsmith
and local resident of Sharrow,
and when he’s not putting pen
to paper he’s performing his art
at festivals around the region. He
also runs an open mic night called
Gorilla at the Gardener’s Rest in
Neepsend on the 3rd Monday of
every month. In short, he’s busy, or
should that be time-poor, creativity-rich, writing his rhymes, scratching that itch…

The wordart of Isaac Stovell

Isaac’s creative endeavours
started as the result of a chance
conversation whilst at Glastonbury
Festival in 2016 – a stranger just
presumed that he was a poet,
and he realised in that moment
that it was odd that he wasn’t! So
in the coming months he started
scribbling, going to spoken word
nights, and set about becoming
just that.
His ideas come from everywhere;
the natural world, spiritual world,
the political sphere, the community, and what started out as
self-therapizing has become a
medium through which to explore
varied subject matters. Isaac
blends poetry with comedy and
philosophy, to arrive at a destination which is as entertaining as it is
challenging and evocative.
You can catch Isaac at his open
mic nights and local festivals, but
be sure to check out his Facebook
and Instagram pages for snippets,
videos and gig information - @
ijstovell - you can also use these
to purchase his book “This Isn’t
Mechanical & Doesn’t Really Kill
Anything Properly”.

By Rachel Cosens

earthlings
sisters brothers
come with me
born of dirt
now we run free
scratch your head
see the sea
quit your job
climb a tree
find yourself almost exactly where you were –
					
afresh,
Life’s spring breeze
stirring crisp and warm as campfire
drenching quenching cleansing rain
meander along oldnew paths
cobbled in kindred care & tranquil noise
glimpsing peace & chasing change –
yet rising & setting, this corefelt joy
like tide, like breath, like night & day
then spirals,
ebbs,
embers weak
in slow descent.
but (always) with the grass of sky
birdsong sunshine bread & wine
we soar again awake; laughingly to
prod the world, spin new ones into being,
foretell trajectories from fulltogetherness,
grounding us in cosmic flight –
our dance beneath the stars

‘Bit of a silly one this’
[recommended to be read aloud]

i dreamt I was a bumblebee
& buzzed between the hohum trees
which whisper in the humdrum breeze
as morn had scarce begun to breathe
of skywarm bulb which welcomes ease
& gushing plants fit plumb to sneeze
as i bump them with my bum & knees
with nectar drunk & dumb with glee
so off rub eggseed crumbs on me
that essentially become you see
factory fabric scrumhive – we
sang&danced while drumming heaved
to sojourn through a jungle breamed
where wasps, benign & somelike wheezed
flewabouts lazy wavy numb corkscrews
obviously haunted in grumble – hides
gutborn instinct for crumbling moods
sauntering up, sticking thumbs into eyes –
breakfasting on comfort zones – popped
out of naked hungry whimsy
& thence
left us quippering in their trails.
strange vibe indeed as a bumblebee
did i perceive that fwumbling eve
but gently fun to stumbly be
like partyfarter tumbleweed.

