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BUILDING THE COMMUNITY’S VOICE

Merry Christmas and a
Happy (and Safe) New Year!

Christmas seems to have arrived early to Sharrow this year, with Christmas trees and lights going up in bay windows and on
balconies as early as late November. This is bound to bring a little bit of cheer at a dark time of year, when we are asked to keep
our distance from our friends and extended families. The good news that a vaccine may soon bring an end to the pandemic
is tempered by the knowledge that we are still in a high risk area and must continue to observe the safety measures that have
started to become a normal part of daily life. See inside for more information about Tier 3 restrictions and Christmas Bubble rules.
We hope that this issue of Sharrow Today brings a dose of seasonal cheer, and that reader’s hearts are warmed by the stories
Wheel
inside. We wish everyone a merry ChristmasChristmas
and a Word
happy
New Year!

Inside

Christmas is a Christian holiday held on the 25 December each year to celebrate
the birth of Jesus. Christmas is a special time for children as they receive gifts
from Santa Claus to mark the special occaision.
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This Christmas themed word wheel is made
from the letters in the word CHRISTMAS. Try
and make as many words of any length as you
can from these letters. You can only use each
letter once, and each word must include the
letter C.

Views expressed in Sharrow Today are not necessarily those of Sharrow Community Forum.

Contact Sharrow Community Forum on 0114 250 8384.
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Sharrow and Abbeydale Community Contacts
The Councillors for the Sharrow and Nether Edge Ward are:

Other Useful contact details

What do I do if large waste items have been dumped near
Tel: 07583 018289 (mobile) me? Phone Streets Ahead to report it on 0114 273 4567
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)
Who do I contact to get litter removed from my street? If it is
blue bins or black bins in the street then call Veolia, if it is flyThe regular Labour councillors’ surgeries are on:
tipping then Streets ahead on 0114 273 4567
1st Saturday of the month from 11.00 am until 12.00 at Dalton
How can I help the regular litter picking team in Sharrow? See
Court Community Centre, 2 Dalton Court, Sheffield, S8 0YU.
the Sheffield Litter Pickers Facebook Page and look out for
The centre is located off Abbeydale Road. No appointment
posters about monthly Sharrow Litter Picks that you can join in
needed.
Strip the Willow or the Old Junior School noticeboard and in
2nd Saturday of the month between 12.00 and 1.00 pm at
many other places.
Highfield Library, London Road, Sheffield S2 4NF. No appointWho should I contact about any vermin / pests in /or near my
ment needed.
house? Contact Environmental Protection on 0114 273 4567
How do I report anti-social behaviour in my local area? Phone
Cllr Peter Garbutt(Green Party)		
Tel: 0114 27 35380
101 to report it. If there is immediate danger phone 999. You
can also make reports online at https://www.reportingcrime.
Email: Peter.Garbutt@councillor.sheffield.gov.uk
uk/. You can also volunteer to help the police on www.southCllr Alison Teal (Green Party)		
Tel: 07500765419 (mobile) yorkshire.police.uk/content/volunteer-vacancies
Email: alison.teal@sheffield.gov.uk
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall) My neighbours are really noisy – what can I do about it?
Phone 101 to report it. If it is ongoing phone 0114 273 4567
The regular Green Party councillor’s surgery is on:
and speak to environmental protection
3rd Saturday of the month between 10.30 and 11.30 am at
I’d like to help at the Autumn Carnival: email vicki@igniteimHighfield Library, London Road, Sheffield S2 4NF. No appointaginations.org.uk / dawn@sharrowcf.org.uk
ment needed.
I’d like to help with Sharrow Festival: email Colin Havard at
cjhavard@gmail.com
Paul Blomfield is the MP for Sheffield Central ward, which
covers Sharrow.
I want to help improve Mount Pleasant Park– how do I do
that? Join the Friends of Mount Pleasant Park Group. See the
He can be contacted on 0114 272 2882 or via paul.blomfield.
Friends of Mount Pleasant Park Facebook page for more informp@parliament.uk His consituency office is Unit 4, Edmund
mation.
Road Business Centre, 135 Edmund Road, Sheffield S2 4ED.
I live on the Lansdowne Estate and want to know more about
His website is www.paulblomfield.co.uk.
what’s going on there: Contact the Lansdowne TARA on
Lansdowne.tara@yahoo.com
Regular surgeries are held on: 4th Friday of each month
between 4.00 -5.00pm and 2nd Saturday of each month
I run a business in the Abbeydale Road area and I’d like to
(except April and Dec) between 9.30-10.30am. Please
work with others to improve the local economy and address
tel. 0114 272 2882 frst to check the dates and book your
issues affecting local businesses: Join Abbeydale Retail Community (voluntary group) email abbeydaleretail@gmail.com
appointment.
Cllr Jim Steinke (Labour)		
Email: jim.steinke@sheffield.gov.uk

WRITE FOR
SHARROW TODAY!

ADVERTISE IN
SHARROW TODAY!

Cafe reviews, gig reviews, community

Low-cost, high-impact advertising for your

events, sports news, good news stories,

business or event.

cartoons, art and more!
If you fancy contributing either a regular or
one-off article to Sharrow Today then get in
touch with our editorial team via sharrowtoday@gmail.com - it’s YOUR community
voice and we’d love to hear it!

Quarter-page - £40
Half-page - £80
Full-page - £160
To enquire about advertising with us
contact sharrowtoday@gmail.com
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Christmas Toy Appeal Success
Children all over Sharrow will be looking
forward to the Christmas Holidays with
great anticipation. Local families who
usually celebrate a traditional Christmas,
and many of those who don’t, will be
thinking about how to make the 25th December a special day for their children.
2020 has been a challenging year for
everyone, and unfortunately because of
the financial impact of Covid 19 we know
that more parents than ever will be worrying about the financial costs of Christmas.
Putting food on the table is hard enough
but putting presents under the tree is an
additional pressure!
To help ensure that Father Christmas isn’t
overworked this year, 3 local organisations have joined forces to coordinate a
Christmas gift donation and distribution
scheme to support families with children
who are facing financial hardship.
The Joybank is a brand new shop run by
volunteers on Abbeydale Road selling
high quality second hand donated toys.
The Joybank got together with Sharrow
Community Forum and Mums United to
launch a Christmas Appeal, asking anyone and everyone to donate new and
nearly new Christmas gift items for children of all ages.
The response from the community and
businesses has been overwhelming. Bags
and boxes of gift items have been arriving
daily at The Old Junior School and at the
Joybank shop on Abbeydale Road. People arrived with car boots full of new gifts,
bags laden with books, playdough, train
sets, craft kids, dolls and figures, musical
toys, gift vouchers, anything you can think
of.
The appeal closed on the 10th December, and staff and volunteers from The
Joybank, Mums United and Sharrow Community Forum will be busy sorting toys and
packing them into gift bags for the families
who have been referred to the project.
Referrals have come through the partner
organisations, from local groups such as
the Lansdowne TARA, as well as by word
of mouth. Parents and Carers will be given
a gift pack tailored for their family, containing gifts that are suitable for the age
and gender of their children, along with
wrapping paper for them to wrap the gifts
at home. All gift packs will have been
quarantined to ensure they are Covid
Safe before they go out to families.
At the time of writing, there were around
80 families from Sharrow and the surrounding areas on the list to receive a gift pack.
We hope this project helps make their
Christmas Merrier!
Everyone working on The Joybank Christmas Appeal would like to thank those
people who donated gifts and money
and wish everybody a happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year.
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One of the first New Start communty projects will be to help turn the area next to the new Mural on the
Old Junior Schoo,l site into a sunny and welcoming community garden. New Start participants can
help to construct and paint stylish and dirable planters for the site, which will become a much needed
natural haven to encourage biodiversity.
If you are currently not working, and interested in havign a go at CNC woodwork and design, or just
fancy trying something new and helping to improve your neighbourhood, call 014 2508384 to find out
more.
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Grow Wild in Mount Pleasant park
Mount pleasant park will have
a new wildflower meadow
area this coming spring and
summer. Sheffield City Council
Parks and Countryside department have announced that
work will start on the new feature, which will be at the lower
end of the park, in late winter
or early spring 2021. It had
been planned to start this autumn but work was put on hold
because of the lockdown.
Richard Dewsbury, from the
Parks and Countryside Department said “Sheffield City Council are keen to improve biodiversity throughout the city and
are always looking at possible
sites to achieve this outcome.
It was felt that Mount Pleasant
Park could be one of the sites
that would lend itself to help
achieve the desired outcome
of increased biodiversity. This
area of the park was chosen
after careful consideration as
being the best location to allow the meadow to reach its
full potential.”
The pictured map shows the
exact location of the planned
meadow. This area does not
attract much footfall, and so
plants will have plenty of opportunity to become established and thrive.
The meadow will feature 17
different
native
flowering
plants, some with fantastic and
strange sounding names such

as Goatsbeard, Selfheal, Pepper Saxifrage and Birdsfoot Trefoil, as well as some more familiar plants like the giant Ox-eye
Daisy.
Looking after a meadow area
requires a different approach
to the usual park maintenance,
and the aims of existing maintenance and maintenance of
wildflower areas are very different. With general maintenance
the council try to keep the park
looking as pristine as possible,
but with a wildflower meadow,
in order to increase biodiversity,
the maintenance team must
allow nature to take control.
This is not the first wild flower
meadow in our area. For the
past two years the Lansdown
Tenants and Residents Association have worked with the city
council to plant and maintain
a meadow on the grass at the
junction of Cemetery Road
and Cliff Street.
Sheffield City Council are keen
to promote volunteer involvement, but must carefully consider the Health & Safety needs
of both individuals and park users. The Parks and Countryside
department are happy to provide information to support interested individuals who would
like to re-establish a Friends of
Mount Pleasant group, and
get involved in supporting this
project.
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Community Chest Grants
Small grants for local groups make a difference
Sharrow Community Forum has
been running its Community Chest
grant programme for nearly 2
years, and has supported 10 local
groups to continue existing work
or develop new projects which
bring the community together
and benefit residents.

Heeley & Meersbrook, and are
currently working on a project
to create a map that links all the
gardens together, to allow people
to find green space in the city,

Mums United received a grant to
run a series of sessions for young
people including self-defence,
Grants range from between £70 archery and group discussion
up to £500, and if a group does to about the area they live in.
qualify for a grant, in-kind support
is often offered, in the form of “Young aged 10-15 attended
free room hire, or access to other from diverse backgrounds and
services that Sharrow Community there was some great discussion,
the young people engaged well
Forum can offer.
and were enthusiastic about
Pete Weston who leads the St learning. I felt the young people
Anne’s
Community
Garden, were building a rapport and were
which is situated on a small strip learning to listen to each other
of land behind B&M Bargains at and engage in a positive way,
Heeley Retail park, received a they all wanted to remain safe”
small grant and support to from said Sahira Irshad who ran the
the Made in Sharrow workshop to project. “The process of getting
create a notice board for the site. the grant was straight forward
and was very much welcomed”.
“The noticeboard should let us
reach with and connect with Christina received £250 to run a
people who walk past who are project called Well-being - Inside
aware of the garden but not sure and Out. The grant added to an
how to get involved.” Said Pete. existing service, a weekly Drop-in
“The garden certainly benefits the after school for families of children
whole community - many people up to year 6 at Highfield Trinity
who walk through will talk to us Church.
and tell us this. Making the sign was
great, Chris was really supportive This normally include crafts,
and helpful and allowed the games, and activities as well as
project to become a reality. snacks and drinks for parents and
The unveiling was also a success children. The grant, allowed the
with the Sheffield Star involved. organisers to add cooking sessions
We are hopeful to attract more along with improved crafts and
volunteers to support maintaining some updated play equipment.
the garden and also make it more “The cooking sessions were
probably the most popular
of a destination.”
addition.” Said Christina “The
The group has since discovered children loved coming together
that there are 9 other community to cook a simple recipe and, of
gardens in and around Sharrow, course, try it to see how it turned

out! A few of the recipes we
tried were porridge with lots of
toppings, coconut date balls, and
2 Ingredient pancakes. Due to the
lockdown, we were not able to
complete the remaining school
year, but we are looking forward
to seeing everyone once things
have returned to ‘normal’”.

If you have an idea that you think
would benefit our community,
bring people together or meet a
need that is not being met, please
consider applying. You need to
be a group with at least 3 active
members, but you don’t need to
be an official charity.

Contact Sharrow Community
Applications for 2020 grants have Forum on reception@sharrowcf.
now closed, but there will be anew org.uk or call 0114 2508384 for
round opening in February 2021. more information.
PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS!
HELP AND ADVICE INTO WORK AND TRAINING
- based in Burngreave, Sharrow, and Tinsley
Providing pathways to employment
Brokering training provision
Debt, benefit and financial advice
Job matching
CV workshops
Mock interviews
Work experience placements
Training / skills tasters
1:1 Individual Advice and Guidance
Support into voluntary work

Potential jobs include:
- Cleaning
- Care work
- Administration
- Warehousing
- Driving
- Security
- Call centres
- Hospitality & more!

For Sharrow and Burngreave call Zaheer
on (0114) 2132307 or email
zaheerahmed@burngreaveworks.org.uk
For Tinsley call Anne on 07712 340368 or
email anne@tinsleyforum.co.uk

COVID-safe!
Facemasks, sanitiser
& gloves available
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What is Biodiversity and why do we need it?
By Annie Russell

Biodiversity is the variety of life on
earth, and the way in which every living thing depends on others
to create the conditions it needs
to survive. We live in a city, so it’s
easy to feel quite detached from
wildlife, but we need biodiversity
to survive: green plants to clean
our air, insects to pollinate our
crops, tiny bugs and beasties to
break down our waste...

of intensive farming, habitat loss
and climate change mean that in
the UK, 41% of all our species are
in decline and 1 in 10 face extinction; that includes cuddly creatures like the hedgehog!

So what can we do to help rebuild
biodiversity? If you have a garden,
yard or window box, grow plants
for bees and butterflies. Try not to
use weed killers, which harm inHowever, we are facing a global sects, and embrace a few weeds,
biodiversity emergency. Decades many of which are vital for polli-

Christmas at Highfield
Adventure Playground

nators. Leave some mess in your wildlife. It’s not too late to build
yard: a pile of sticks, some leaves, back biodiversity, but we all need
a rotting log - you will be amazed to do our bit, and to start today.
what moves in.
Buy peat free compost, as peat
comes from peat bogs which are
important habitats and carbon
stores. Search ‘wildlife gardening’
on the internet to find out loads
more you can do. If you have
some spare time, you can get involved in making our local community green spaces better for

Annie, will be writing a regular feature for Sharrow Today,
sharing practical ideas for
how we can increase wildlife,
including insects and birds, in
our area. Even those of us with
small yards, balconies or front
gardens can help make a difference. Keep an eye out in the
next edition.

					
With
Christmas just around the December; these are available
corner and schools gearing up for to those in need on Mondays
the festive break, staff at Highfield and Wednesdays from 11am to
Adventure Playground are set to 12 noon from the playground
light up the place in a seasonal and are a minimum donation of
show of wonder. Planned opening £1.50; please call in advance to
for December runs from Thursday check availability of boxes (0114)
3rd to Wednesday 23rd and will be 3271740.
3-5pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays, and Normal service at Highfield
12noon-3pm on Saturdays.
Adventures will resume on the
Our experienced play workers will week commencing the 4th
be on hand to support safe and January 2021 – we have some
adventurous play, support parents REALLY special things planned for
and families, and ensure that a 2021 with youth theatre projects,
good time is had by all. We’ll even new partnerships, new play
be throwing some Covid-safe structures and exciting activities!
Christmas parties!
Watch this space and be sure to
follow our social media accounts Facebook: @highfieldadventureplayground
Alongside our play sessions for the most up to date information,
@sharrowcommunityforum
we will also be distributing our competitions, the chance to have Twitter:
@sharrowcf
surplus food boxes up until 23rd your say, and join in the discussion.

Access low-cost
food in Sharrow
Surplus Food Boxes are available from:

Highfield Adventure Playground

on Mondays and Wednesdays from 11am- 12
noon.
Boxes can contain a range of products including
fresh fruit and veg, tins, bread products and dried
goods. There is no eligibility criteria, but please
phone beforehand to check availability: 0114
3271740. Minimum donation of £1.50 applies.

Food Works Sheffield,

who are
operating 5 days a week from the Old Junior
School, are offering food boxes for a minimum
cost of £1 plus a donation.

ShipShape run a food bank which is open on
Thursdays 11:00 to 13:00, at the Stables on Sharrow
Lane. Call 07843552713 for more information.

9 x 9 Christmas Sudoku
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year to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Christmas is a special time
for children as they receive gifts from Santa Claus to mark the
special occaision.

9 x 9 Christmas Sudoku

Christmas Word Wheel

from Santa Claus to mark the special occaision.

This Christmas themed word wheel is made
Christmas is a Christian from
holiday
held on
theword
25 December
each
the letters
in the
CHRISTMAS.
Try year to celebr
and make
many words
of any
length as
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time for
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can
from
these
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You
can
only
use
each
from Santa Claus to mark the special occaision.
letter once, and each word must include the
letter C.

Christmas is a Christian holiday held on the 25 December each
year to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Christmas is a special time
for children as they receive gifts from Santa Claus to mark the
special occaision.

What do you
call
a snowman
Write
your answers here:
in May? ... ...
A Puddle
What did one
snowman say to
the other? ... ...
“Can you smell
carrots?”
It's our Christmas "fruit cake" Sudoku - Fill in the grid with the
letters F, R, U, I, T, C, A, K and E, making sure no letter is
Christmas
"fruitrow,
cake"
Sudoku
- Fillwithin
in the
grid
with
repeated in every
every
column and
each
mini
grid.the

It's our
letters F, R, U, I, T, C, A, K and E, making sure no letter is
repeated in every row, every column and within each mini grid.

This Christmas themed word wheel is made from the letters in
the word CHRISTMAS. Try and make as many words of any
length as you can from these letters. You can only use each letThis
themed
word wheel i
ter once, and each word
must Christmas
include the letter
C.

Winter Wordsearch PRIZE DRAW!
It's our Christmas "fruit cake" Sudoku - Fill in the grid with the
letters F, R, U, I, T, C, A, K and E, making sure no letter is
repeated in every row, every column and within each mini grid.
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and
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leng
This Christmas
themedwords
word wheel
is mad
can
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can only
from from
the letters
in letters.
the wordYou
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and make
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wordsword
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length
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letter
once,
and each
inclu
can from
letter
C. these letters. You can only use ea

© 2015 freeprintablepuzzles.co.uk
from the

letter once, and each word must include th
letter C.

		
		

© 2015 freeprintablepuzzles.co.uk

© 2015 freeprintablepuzzles.co.uk

© 2015 freeprintablepuzzles.co.uk

Mince pies
Write your answers here:
Ho ho ho
Write your answers here:
Cracker
Cold
School holiday
Snow
Happy new year
Xmas card
Decorations
Sledge

Santa
Winter
Holly
Hot water bottle
Christmas tree
Stocking
Ear muffs
Wind
Candles

Circle all 19 words or phrases. Then cut
out the wordsearch and return it with your
name and contact details to Sharrow
Community
Forum reception at The Old
© 2015
freeprintablepuzzles.co.uk
Junior
School
on South View Road by
© 2015 freeprintablepuzzles.co.uk
Friday 6th November to enter the prize
draw with a chance to win one of 4 £10
Vouchers.
Anyone can enter but please get permission from your parents or carers if you
Name..................................Contact Email/Phone.................................under 16 years Y/N are under 16!

Autumn Wordsearch
winners

CONGRATULATIONS to Jazlan, Christina and Rachel who each won a £10 shopping voucher
in the Autumn Wordsearch Prize Draw. There are 4 vouchers up for grabs in the next Prize
draw, and the YOU could be one of the winners!
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Local Artist Lucy Halstead ... find out more on page 16
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Coronavirus issues

What do the new restrictions mean for life in Sharrow?
Local Covid Restrictions

Following the November lockdown
Sheffield has returned to the ‘tier
3 – Very High Risk’ category from
the 2nd December. The return to
tier 3 rather than to a lower level
of restriction was in part brought
about by a high number of cases
in Sharrow as well as other areas.

Covid Confidence Course

In January, Sharrow Community
Forum and other local partners
will be running some free online
Covid Confidence sessions, which
will give participants information
about how to curb the spread of
the virus, and confidence about
going about their lives in a Covidsafe way. To enquire about these
A return to ‘tier 3’ means that there sessions or register your interest in
are still restrictions on the things we taking part please email Rachel
can do, the people we can see, Cosens – rachel@sharrowcf.org.uk
and the places we can go. These
restrictions are the law and local Christmas Bubbles
police are duty-bound to enforce As you’ll be aware, the government
them. It is important that we all is allowing the formation of
remember that the purpose of exclusive Christmas Bubbles (we
these restrictions is to bring down prefer the term Baubles though!)
the number of infections in our which will allow some household
area, which can save lives and mixing over the festive period.
minimise the impact of the virus on But what does it mean to form a
our health services. Longer term, ‘Christmas Bubble’ and what is
keeping to the rules will help us and isn’t allowed? Here’s your
all - our families, our social groups, handy guide to having a Covidour businesses and services – get safe Christmas:
back to normal as quickly as
possible. See the poster on the Between 23rd and 27th December:
opposite page for a summary of • you can form an exclusive
‘Christmas bubble’ composed
the restrictions in Sheffield (Tier 3).
of people from no more than
three households
Local organisations have come
together to support the community • you can only be in one
Christmas bubble
during the Coronavirus Crisis, and
this support will continue right • you cannot change your
Christmas bubble
through the winter and beyond
to ensure the safety of vulnerable • you can travel between tiers
and UK nations for the purposes
residents. Collectively we have
of meeting your Christmas
been involved in providing
bubble
emergency food, medications,
befriending, sharing information, • you can only meet your
Christmas bubble in private
and supporting people in lots of
homes or in your garden,
other ways too; if you, or someone
places of worship, or public
that you know, needs support
outdoor spaces
during this challenging time then
check out https://www.vas.org. • you can continue to meet
people who are not in your
uk/what-we-do/covid19 to find
Christmas bubble outside your
support for all kinds of needs.
home according to the rules in
There’s an interactive map so that
the tier where you are staying
you can find the nearest support
to you and links to all kinds of • you cannot meet someone
in a private dwelling who is
organisations who provide help
not part of your household or
right across the city.
Christmas bubble

Support for people selfisolating

If you have been asked to self
-isolate, Sharrow Community
Forum can support you in a
number of ways. Self-isolating
is a really important way of
combatting the spread of
the virus. If you need help
accessing food or other supplies
or medicines, or are worried
about financial or other practical
issues, or are concerned about
your health, contact Sharrow
Community Forum on 0114
2508384 and someone will discuss
your needs with you and put you
in touch with the right kind of help.

Christmas
bubbles,
support
bubbles and childcare bubbles
are all different things and have
their own specific rules.
The rules on forming and using a
Christmas bubble will be the law,
you must follow them to minimise
the spread of infection. Everyone
is allowed to form a Christmas
bubble but there are three main
rules:
1. you can only be in one
Christmas bubble
2. you cannot change your
Christmas bubble
3. your Christmas bubble should
not include people from more
than three households

It is important that you keep your
Christmas bubble as small as
possible, and you must not form a
Christmas bubble if you are selfisolating.

Between 23rd and 27th December:
*you can form an exclusive ‘Christmas bubble’
composed of people from no more than three
households
*you can only be in one Christmas bubble
*you cannot change your Christmas bubble
*you can travel between tiers and UK nations
for the purposes of meeting your Christmas
bubble
*you can only meet your Christmas bubble in
private homes or in your garden, places of
worship, or public outdoor spaces
*you can continue to meet people who are not
in your Christmas bubble outside your home
according to tier 3 rules
*you cannot meet someone in a private dwelling
who is not part of your household or Christmas
bubble
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TIER 3

VERY HIGH ALERT

FROM 2 DEC

MEETING FRIENDS
AND FAMILY

BARS, PUBS AND
RESTAURANTS

RETAIL

WORK AND
BUSINESS

No mixing of households indoors,
or most outdoor places, apart from
support bubbles. Maximum of six
in some outdoor public spaces (e.g.
parks, public gardens).

Hospitality is closed, with the
exception of sales by takeaway,
drive-through or delivery.

Open.

Everyone who can work
from home should do so.

EDUCATION

INDOOR
LEISURE

ACCOMMODATION

PERSONAL
CARE

Early years settings, schools, colleges
and universities open. Childcare, other
supervised activities for children, and
childcare bubbles permitted.

Open. Group activities and
classes should not take place.

Closed (with limited
exceptions)

Open.

OVERNIGHT
STAYS

WEDDINGS
AND FUNERALS

ENTERTAINMENT

PLACES OF
WORSHIP

We advise against overnight stays
other than with household or
support bubble.

15 guests for weddings, civil
partnerships and wakes; 30 for
funerals. Wedding receptions
not permitted.

Indoor venues closed.

Open, but cannot interact with
anyone outside household or
support bubble.

TRAVELLING

EXERCISE

RESIDENTIAL
CARE

LARGE
EVENTS

Avoid travelling outside your area,
other than where necessary such
as for work or education. Further
exemptions apply. Reduce the
number of journeys where possible.
Plan ahead and avoid busy times and
routes on public transport. Avoid car
sharing with those outside of your
household or support bubble.

Classes and organised adult sport
can take place outdoors, but people
should avoid higher-risk contact
activity. Group exercise activities
and sports indoors should not take
place, unless with your household or
bubble. Organised activities for elite
athletes, under-18s and disabled
people can continue.

COVID-secure arrangements such as
substantial screens, visiting pods,
and window visits. Outdoor/airtight
visits only (rollout of rapid testing
will enable indoor visits including
contact).

Events should not take place.
Drive-in events permitted.

Find out what support
you can get

If you have any coronavirus
symptoms:

For example, if you’re out of work, need to get
food, or want to take care of your mental health.

A high temperature • A new, continuous cough
A loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste

gov.uk/coronavirus

Get a test and stay at home

For more information and detailed guidance visit:
gov.uk/coronavirus
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Tales from a Sharrow Traveller

Christmas Lads
by Steve Fryer

My three boys were jealous. Skyrgámur(skyr-gobbler), gobbles
Christmas in Iceland sounded a up the skyr.
lot more spooky and exciting than
our Christmas in Britain.
Icelandic children put a shoe
out on their bedroom window cill
We were inside a strange and each evening over the 13 nights
beautiful building consisting of before Christmas. Each night one
several shiny metal drums on top of the Yule lads will pay them a
of a wooded hill in Iceland. It visit. If the boy or girl has been
was one of the very few wooded good the day before, the Yule
hills in this largely treeless country Lad will leave sweets and small
and it stood on the outskirts of presents. If they’ve been naughty,
Reykjavik, the capital city. It was the Yule Lad will leave a rotting
called Perlan and the metal potato. Also, according to old
drums were originally built to hold Icelandic folklore, everyone must
geo-thermal hot water – water be given a new piece of clothing
heated naturally underground for Christmas. If they don’t get any
- for Reykjavik’s district heating clothing, then the Christmas Cat,
system. They were now no longer who prowls around on Christmas
used for that and had been Eve (when Icelanders open their
imaginatively converted into an presents) will catch them and eat
exhibition centre, concert venue them up. So be very grateful for
and museum. We were in the those socks you get for Christmas!
cafe and gift shop on top of the
building – inside the new pearl-like The boys listened open-mouthed.
(Perlan) dome which crowned Christmas back home in Sharrow
the central space between the sounded a bit tame compared to
drums.
this – all the same, they wouldn’t
change the Christmas they were
The gift shop had a year-round used to, not for anything. We never
Christmas section - although I forgot about the birth of Jesus but
wasn’t sure why – and it featured from when the boys were very
a lot of items depicting 13 little we always enjoyed making a
mischievous lads, or trolls. They big thing of all the usual Christmas
were a bit like the Seven Dwarfs traditions for them. We’d get the
only more naughty, and slightly biggest real tree that would fit into
more sinister - and there were 13 of our front room; the whole house
them, all brothers (Imagine having would be ‘trimmed-up’ with
a family of 13 naughty boys – 3 Christmas decorations flowing
was hard enough). But what did from room to room; and, on the
they have to do with Christmas?
Saturday before Christmas, we’d
all go to the pantomime together.
The shop assistant explained that Then, on Christmas Eve, the boys
the traditional Icelandic Christmas would hang up their empty
reflects the bleak beauty of stockings from the mantelpiece
the Icelandic landscape, the and get all excited about seeing
harshness of the Icelandic winter, them in the morning full of goodies
and the isolation of Icelandic – it was a magical time.
communities in days gone by.
Icelandic children aren’t visited As a designer I sometimes used
by Father Christmas on Christmas to experiment with ‘trimmingEve. Instead they are visited by up’ the house in a more tasteful,
the 13 Yule Lads over the 13 nights modern, ‘designer’ way. But no, it
before Christmas Eve.
didn’t work – the boys didn’t like
any tampering with the traditional
The Yule Lads live in the mountains Christmas festivities ... everything
with their mother - the fearsome had to be done exactly as we’ve
ogress, Grýla - who is part troll, always done it – the way they’ve
part animal. At Christmastime they always loved. Christmas is meant
come down from the mountains to be tacky, gaudy, familiar,
with their ferocious black cat ... traditional, in-your-face, and fun.
the Christmas Cat. Their mother, It’s meant to be like comfy old
Gryla, comes too in search of slippers or a familiar old friend.
naughty boys and girls to boil in Although, I must admit, I was
her cauldron and the Yule Lads tempted to try out the spooky,
come in search of mischief – but exciting, Icelandic Christmas.
each one is mischievous in a
Happy Christmas everyone!
different way, and their names
show what sort of mischief they get If you have a travel tale you’d like to tell,
up to. The one called Þvörusleikir we would love to hear it. Email it to us at :
(which means spoon-licker) licks sharrowtoday@gmail.com and if you have
spoons and another one, called a few pics to go with it, that would be great.

Perlan

Grýla

Arctic-Images / Getty Images

The Christmas Cat - Jólakötturinn

from I-Heart-Reykjavik

View over Reykjavik from Perlan - in Summer

Skyrgámur
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Local history

Nether Edge and the 2nd World War
by Peter Machin						

A new publication from The Nether
Edge History Group tells the story
of the Second World War from a
local perspective, drawing on the
voices and stories of people from
Nether Edge.

blackouts, restrictions, & sacrifice,
conditions which are brought
to life by the accounts of local
people contained in the book.
Add to this the demands made
on those many residents who
volunteered in the ARP, the AFS,
the Home Guard, working nights
on top of the day job, exposed
to as much danger as many who
served. Yet it was not all bad
news. The book reminds us also
of the camaraderie, the social
opportunities which opened up
especially to women, the sense
of purpose. And for children, the
sense of adventure.

The idea of producing a book
on Nether Edge in the Second
World War started on an Autumn
evening in 2019 in The Union Hotel
at a Nether Edge History Group
Open Meeting. The Group tries to
publish something of significance
each year in time for Christmas
and the talk at that meeting was
what to do for 2020. In 2017 they
published ‘Aspects of Nether
Edge’, and ‘Nether Edge; People
and Places’ in 2019.
The second part of the book
presents untold accounts of the
They realised that 2020 marked stories of some of those men and
the 75th Anniversary of the end women from the neighbourhood
of World War Two and members who served across the globe,
debated whether it would be in every theatre of the War, in
possible to write a book about this the Armed Forces and in civilian
period. “There was considerable units such as the Merchant Navy.
scepticism. Would there be Particularly poignant are the
enough material on Nether Edge stories of those who did not come
out there? Would anyone be back and whose lives have sadly
interested?” Said John Austin, a become forgotten, lacking any
group member involved in putting local memorial to their sacrifice.
the book together.
The third part offers a guide to
A small research team was set discovering the reminders and
up to scour possible sources. clues that tell of the war around
It quickly became clear there our area, the sites where the
was indeed material out there in bombs fell, the buildings that
newspapers, existing books and feature in the story, the homes of
especially a trove of personal those who did not return.
recollections gathered over the
years by various people. Even a The book is lavishly illustrated with
cache of letters sent from a man local and generic images which
living on Montgomery Road to his help flesh out the experiences the
extended family in America.
people of Nether Edge underwent
less than a lifetime ago. It is a
By Spring 2020 the researchers salutary reminder that some of the
were ready to put all the material sources used in the book come
gathered together and John from people still alive today.
Austin, John Cornwell and Peter
Machan took on the complicated
task of converting the many
specific pieces of information into
a coherent account. By Summer
we were ready to format and print
and by September, nearly a year
after the idea was raised, we took
delivery of 500 copies of the book.
The first part of the book offers a
narrative of local life on the Home
Front. The Blitz of December 1940
hit Nether Edge particularly badly
but the War meant far more to
local people than the specific
events of those 24 hours. In fact
the full impact of the War, if taken
from the handing out of gas masks
to the end of rationing, lasted
around 15 years. For much of that
time life was dominated by the
drudgery and grind of rationing,

“After a comparative lull somewhere around midnight we heard a bomb screaming down
and momentarily thought it was for us. Mother, May and I held hands, said a little prayer
and offered ourselves to God “ A direct hit on Westbrook bank.

ARP Wardens at Clifford School, Psalter Lane. Mary Tyzack volunteered to drive lorries, serve
as a chauffeur and train as a mechanic. She would claim after the war that she was the only
woman in Sheffield who could start a lorry using a starting handle.

Nether Edge and the Second World War can be purchased at Ald, Sharrow Vale
Road; Rhyme and Reason, Hunters Bar; Wickwire, Nether Edge Shops, or ordered
by email from nenghistory@gmail.com , and costs £10.
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Arts and Culture

Poems at Christmas time
By Caroline Wells

Poems by our regular heritage feature writer and long time
Sharrow resident, Caroline Wells.

Christmas Impressions

People wander in and out
Tense breakfast, lasting hours. Yet more presents,
The door opens, a room alive, The house, clear of
foreign, forgotten, faces
Presents and people
Peace returns once more
Paper rustling over the floor,
Sighs are heaved as
Fighting for space.
The brandy laced coffee
Playing with toys,
Calms bodies still
Munching sweets,
watching telly.
Giving, baking, sharing but
The smells still lingering
keeping,
Pine from the tree
Singing, shouting,
The ‘snaps’ of the crackers
Telly, a background noise.
Dinner, a feast of happy eating The dying aroma of
the Christmas pud
Turkey, stuffing,
The melting wax of
potatoes, gravy
the carrolers’ candles.
Pudding flaming
Soon they too will go
with white sauce,
Leaving the empty house
Brandy butter covered pies.
Quiet and still once more.
The Queen’s speech
More presents, family friends
Telly, the circus
Excitement still bubbles
Crackers come later
Singing echoes round
the bedecked house
Bells tingle
Nervous excitement

Snow
Dusting the ground
Swirling flakes
Covering surfaces
Like icing on cakes

Epiphany
Christmas time was so last year
Things are put away
It’s time for resolutions
To start a fresh new day.

Muffled figures
With nowhere to go
Men and dogs
Made of snow

Two thousand years ago and more
Strangers came to see
A babe whose birth it was foretold
By stars in Galilee.

Picturesque scenes
Of snowy days
Giving in to
The sun’s warm rays

Gifts they brought him from afar
Told of years to come
A king whose death was so unfair
He died for all, not some.

Icicles drip
From roof top tiles
Revealing the land
To be seen for miles

Christmas has been put away
All the food has gone
Leaving Jesus’ life story
As told to us by John.

A Kaleidoscope of Butterflies
The new Mural by artist Liz Von Graevenitz titled A Kaleidoscope of
Butterflies is complete, creating a bright and vibrent focal point at the
top of Vincent Road.
The artict used brush and spray paint techniques to create this
eyecatching image, and used stencils to depict words like peace and
unity. The mural was comissioned by Ignite Imaginations. To see more
of the artists work, check out her website : www.lizvongraevenitz.co.uk
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Community Apple Pressing In Sharrow
By Tim Feben

The UK produces excellent crops of a
wide variety of apples each autumn. But
with so many apples being ready in one
go simply scoffing them isn’t always an
option. Regather, which provides a local Fruit & Veg box scheme based here
in Sharrow, have been busy relaunching
their annual community apple harvest in
a bid to make sure Sheffield’s urban apples don’t go to waste.
There are over two thousand different varieties of apples in the UK, with each region boasting a unique make up of heritage varieties that form part of both our
natural landscape but also a favourite
in our gardens and on our streets. Whilst
many of us enjoy making the odd apple
crumble, the reality is there are far more
apples than most of us would know what
to do with.

including the frightfully named ‘Apple
Scratter’, to turn this abundance of apples into Apple Juice.
By coordinating with members of their
veg box community and the wider public
Regather launched the scheme in 2018
with a series of community pressing days,
both at their sharrow HQ on Club Garden
Road, and at local parks and outdoor
events.

The scheme offered a portion of the fresh
juice in return for the apples. The scheme
co-ordinator Clem Bonneau said “it was
great to build further ties with the local
community, and provide a fun filled activity for the entire family. This year we’ve
had to focus on just the pressing due to
the Covid-19 epidemic, but it still provides
an opportunity to show what can be done
with a little collective spirit”. The remaining
Through speaking with the residents of juice is then made available to residents
Sharrow and the surrounding districts, Re- of Sheffield via the Regather Box scheme.
gather has been building up a network
of interested residents with spare apples This year Regather has pressed over
on their hands. With this collective weight 2200kg apples. And with that produced
of apples at hand Regather decided to over 1000 litres of apple juice. That’s a lot
invest in some Apple Pressing equipment, of apples!
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Local Artist:
Lucy Halstead
I am inspired by the images I find in old magazines and books, I often look out for images of
people moving or dancing but there’s an element of chance about what I find that keeps
things exciting for me. I take images or parts of
images that excite me and try to express that
feeling. I have always been obsessed with film
and old illustrated film posters, especially from
the 60’s and 70’s, and these are a big influence on my artwork.
As a teacher, and student of yoga, physical
movement is a big area of interest for me. I
am often trying to find or create balance in
my pictures so I think that there is some connection there.
I studied art full time from the age of 16 but
have had big gaps in my practice, it has taken me a long time to settle on this type of image making. I started using collage after a
ten-year gap. I didn’t know where to start after such a long time away from making things
so I started cutting things up and sticking them
back together.
I have been in a couple group exhibitions in
London and Huddersfield, and I will be putting
together an exhibition with some friends that
would be shown in Cornwall and in Sheffield.
I will continue to teach yoga and art, and I’d
like to possibly combine the two things. I sell
prints of my work and originals. I don’t have a
website but my work is on Instagram.
I have lived in the area for the last ten years,
and grew up in Nether Edge. I have a studio at
Bloc which is just down the road so I often zig
zag my way around the local charity shops on
my way there. I’m really keen to get back into
the charity shops when they reopen, to find
some more books to cut up. I think that the
community has got stronger, especially during the last year with the lockdown, and local
spaces have become even more important.

You can contact Lucy directly if you
are interested in any of the images.
Her email is:
lucyhalstead@hotmail.com
and her Instagram name is:
lucybookdestroyer.
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