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BUILDING THE COMMUNITY’S VOICE

Snow Place like Sharrow
The Snowman
Snowflakes fall
Beyond my wall
Shaping by hand
A child of this land
No feet does he have
And coal eyes to see
A scarf round his neck
He’s looking at me
A smile on his face
As he moves from this
place
Making friends as he
goes
In the wild winter snows
His life is soon past
As he sits in the sun
He lowers his head
His work is done
By Caroline Wells

Sonority Choir to perform at The General Cemetery on 19th December.

Inside

"The performance by Sonority was beyond
my expectations. They were stunning. They
performed a wide ranging programme of
challenging, mostly vocal music surrounding
their audience with sound. Caroline Hallam
deserves a medal for establishing this choir
and pulling together this group of talented
singers. A must go see for anyone with an
ear for extraordinary vocal harmonies." John
Anstie, 2019 .
For more about this and other free seasonal
events at Sheffield General Cemetery see
page 12 for more information.

There have been plenty of ups and downs this last
12 months, with another lockdown at the start of
the year putting pressure on peoples jobs, home
lives, relationships and mental health. Thankfully
the vaccines have offered hope and a return to
something like normality, and it’s wonderful to see
people and groups returning to the local community
centres and community hubs in the area. However,
with more uncertainty about restrictions on the
horizon, and concerns about the rising cost of food
and fuel, many people are looking to the winter
months with worry.
As the last year has demonstrated, community
organisations, volunteers and good neighbours have,
and will, continue to step up to try to help those most
in need in our neighbourhoods. Community events
such as the Autumn Carnival, The Little Sheffield
Feast, Common Ground Family Fun Day and Nether
Edge Festival, have also brought much needed
good cheer.
Whether you celebrate a traditional Christmas or not,
this darkest time of the year is a time many of us look
to friends, family, neighbours and community to lift
our spirits. Let’s celebrate the wonderful community
spirit in our neighbourhood, the achievements and
talents of our local young people, volunteers and
local artists, and look to 2022 with optimism. Merry
Christmas and a Happy New year to All!
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Sharrow and Abbeydale Community Contacts
The Councillors for the Sharrow and Nether Edge Ward are:
Cllr Maroof Raouf (Green Party)
Tel: 07367 123276 (mobile)
Email: maroof.raouf@councillor.sheffield.gov.uk
Cllr Peter Garbutt(Green Party)		
Tel: 0114 273 5380
Email: Peter.Garbutt@councillor.sheffield.gov.uk
Cllr Alison Teal (Green Party)		
Email: alison.teal@sheffield.gov.uk

Tel: 07500765419 (mobile)
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Councillor surgeries:
Due to restrictions still taking place in some venues please check
with your local councillor for details regarding surgeries.

WRITE FOR
SHARROW TODAY!
News stories, cafe reviews, arts and more!

If you fancy contributing either a regular or one-off article to Sharrow Today then get in touch with our editorial
team via sharrowtoday@gmail.com - it’s YOUR community voice and we’d love to hear it!

ADVERTISE IN
SHARROW TODAY!

Low-cost, high-impact advertising for your business or
event.
Paul Blomfield is the MP for Sheffield Central ward, which covers
Sharrow.
He can be contacted on 0114 272 2882 or via paul.blomfield.
mp@parliament.uk His consituency office is Unit 4, Edmund Road
Business Centre, 135 Edmund Road, Sheffield S2 4ED.
His website is www.paulblomfield.co.uk.
Regular surgeries are usually held on: 4th Friday of each month
between 4.00 - 5.00pm and 2nd Saturday of each month (except
April and Dec) between 9.30 -10.30am.
Pease tel. 0114 272 2882 to check first & to book your appointment.

SHARROW COMMUNITY FORUM
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES IN SHARROW
The objectives of the Forum are:

Sharrow Community Forum is an organisation that gets things done and you
can influence what it does, but it’s only as good as the people behind it, so
become a member and have your say.

Membership and Trustee
The benefits of being a member:
· 20% off one off room bookings at the Old Junior School and Hire of Highfield
Adventure Playground, (maximum of 2 bookings a year over both sites).
· Regular E-Bulletin offering information about activities and events in the local
area.
· Opportunity to vote in our Annual General Meeting.
· Opportunity to join the Sharrow Community Forum Board and steer our work
and strategy.
If this is of interest to you please let us know by calling reception on 0114
2508384 and we will send you a membership form or you can also pop into the
main office at the Old Junior School to collect one. However, if you want to
find out more we can organise a call or a face-to-face meeting.
SCF is also keen to attract Trustees from across the neighbourhood – want to
find out more? Please contact Jonathan: jonathan@sharrowcf.org.uk

Quarter-page - £50
Half-page - £100
Full-page - £170

To enquire about advertising with us
contact sharrowtoday@gmail.com
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Local News

Wild Sharrow Group Prepares for Winter

This Autumn Wild Sharrow Volunteers took to
Mount Pleasant Park once again to tend to the
wild flower meadow areas by cutting back the
summers growth and preparing the ground for
the autumn and winter.
The group were advised by Green Estates
(the Sheffield organisation which provided
the seeds and turf for the meadows) that the
plants should be cut back to about 6 inches
in height in the autumn, and all debris to be
raked off to prevent it from rotting down into
the soil and enriching the earth too much.
Wild flower generally prefer soil that is low in
nutrients. Doing this this has allowed the group
to see how the perennial plants – plants that
will return every year – are doing, and identify
areas that need weeding. It’s important
to keep the planting areas free of grass,
dandelions and other weeds that will quickly
take over the planting areas.
Before the plants were cut back with shears
by adults, the group’s younger volunteers cut
any remaining flowers with scissors to make
colourful posies to take home.
The Wild Sharrow group are planning to plant
wild flowers again next spring, and the group
met with Sheffield City Council Parks and
Countryside department to discuss their plans
and see if it would be possible to extend the

meadow areas further - to bring even more
colour and more pollinators like bees and
butterflies to the park. The council has agreed
that Wild Sharrow can plant more flowers
around the Abbeydale Road park entrance,
and extend the existing areas opposite the
school and opposite the playground to make
them longer.
The wild Sharrow group will meet early next
year to do some weeding and make plans
for next year’s planting in Mount Peasant
park. Everyone is welcome to get involved,
regardless of age, experience, background
or ability. To find out more, or to join the group
and share your ideas for wild planting and
improving biodiversity in the area email Kelly
at wildsharrow@hotmail.co.uk or speak to
Maria at the Old Junior School.

Ammi’s Kitchen

Ammi’s Kitchen Sheffield is a new local Social
Enterprise run by Family Voice Sheffield. The
project focuses on the fantastic culinary skills of
women local to Nether Edge and Sharrow. We
are based at Common Ground, on Woodstock
Road S7 1HA.
Profits from selling food pay for women to train
with us to get their food hygiene certificate
and complete a kitchen skills course.
Every fortnight the Ammi’s Kitchen Team
cooks and sells delicious, authentic curries.
Women in the team have learnt how to cook
through generations of women in their families
and communities. The AK food can be a little
different from restaurant food, less Anglicised
and always cooked by women!
For just £12 you get a set meal of a curry, a
side and basmati rice for 2 people. We only
take pre-orders, in the following ways:
• PayPal link on Facebook & Instagram @
ammiskitchensheffield
• Email ammiskitchensheffield@gmail.com
to order and pay by cash or card on pick
up
Ammi’s Kitchen only delivers to bulk orders of
4 or more, everyone else picks up their curries
at Common Ground. We are slowly growing
our enterprise so if you can walk, or pick up
for friends, that’s eco-friendly and healthy too!
The reason we only take pre-orders is to avoid
waste. We are trying different options to make
sure our packaging is as environmentally

friendly as possible. The set meals are usually
vegan. Our focus on the environment is key.
We are obviously very socially aware
too. We are often the first service women
have approached for support or learning
opportunities. One mum, who has children
in local schools, has now worked with us for 9
years. She has just passed her Food Hygiene
certificate having attended a food course with
us at Common Ground. Now she has found
herself some voluntary work in the professional
kitchen of a local restaurant - hoping to get
paid work in the future! She continues to come
and help the Ammi’s Kitchen team on the big
Friday cook when she can, as she really enjoys
the social aspect as well as the experience.
Another newer mum got herself a job as
a personal carer after attending our food
classes - she is convinced it was because, in
the interview, she was able to talk about how
to safely prepare food.

The team has been stable for a few months
now but a few women will come and go as
life directs. We’ve had fantastic feedback
from our curries so far - “my husband usually
doesn’t eat veggie but he loved this”; “such
depth of flavour”; “we loved our takeaway
and the whole ethos”. So why not start your
The Ammi’s Kitchen cooking team take it in turns weekend with a real treat and take home a
to cook so that everyone gets a chance and tasty curry dinner?
the takeaway set meals have a good variety. Friday nights just got doubly better!
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Growing things

Regather’s Community Gardens
The Lansdowne Estate Gardening Club ran
between the beginning of May and the end
of September 2021. Based at Regather’s
Club Garden Road garden, the food-growing
workshops were held every Sunday from
10am – 1pm. Volunteers came together to
learn about edible plants, how to cultivate
them and the benefits of hyperlocal food.

With sessions taking place in different parts of
the neighbourhood, many conversations were
had about making space for food in urban
landscapes. Most of these conversations
were broadly positive, suggesting there is an
appetite for this type of project. Comments
from passersby show that people appreciate
regeneration through planting - people feel
‘noticed’ when their environment is being
The sessions provided a chance to participate taken care of.
in healthy exercise, to “...give something back
to the community” and to meet new people Plans for 2022
with shared interests in common. At the end Regather want to build on the successes of
of a three-hour long session everyone was this year’s project in 2022. However, there
invited to stay and share a healthy plant- is a proposal to move the project site away
based meal, using ingredients harvested from from the Lansdowne Estate and concentrate
the community gardens.
on planting the residential streets around

by Fran Halsall, Community Gardener
Regather’s base at Club Garden Road. This
is because the project will have greater
visibility on these streets compared with work
undertaken on the Lansdowne Estate.
This would be a chance to talk to residents face
to face – through door knocking and leafleting
- and appeal to their sense of community
on a street-by-street basis. Individual efforts
by residents to grow food on Sharrow Street
have already been identified and Regather
can enable more of this activity by providing
plants, tools and other materials, plus the
expertise required to make these spaces more
productive.
To get in touch please email: fran.halsall@
regather.net

With these volunteers, we maintained and
extended
three
previously
established
planting sites as well as adding new planting
in four additional locations: on the Lansdowne
Estate and raised beds in front of the Israac
centre on Cemetery Road.
Annual crops were grown at Club Garden
Road – courgettes, salad leaves, and runner
beans were especially successful. At the five
other locations, we concentrated on edible
perennials, including herbs and fruit bushes.
The reason for choosing perennial plants was
two-fold: to leave a legacy of more permanent
food planting in the neighbourhood and
to ensure that these additions are as lowmaintenance as possible over the coming
months and years.
Project successes
32 people attended the sessions, with many
volunteering their time on a regular basis. 67
meals were served to workshop participants
and there was plenty of evidence of local
people harvesting herbs, salad leaves, soft
fruits, courgettes and beans. New ‘community
garden’ signs made from hard-wearing oak
were installed, encouraging people to enter
and enjoy these spaces.

Recovering nature in Sheffield
Nature Recovery Sheffield is a call to action
for individuals, families, local businesses,
organisations, schools and colleges. Everyone
depends on nature, so we can all take action
to help.
As well as a climate crisis, our wildlife is facing
a critical emergency. More than 1 in 10 of
over 8,000 species assessed in the 2019 State
of Nature Report are at risk of extinction and
41% of species in the UK are in decline.
We’ve seen an incredible response to Nature
Recovery Sheffield so far, with over 1,200
people and 34 organisations signed up, public
support from the Leaders of Sheffield’s Green
Party, Liberal Democrat, Labour groups and
Olivia Blake MP. On 16th June 2021 a motion
on the nature emergency was carried by
Sheffield City Council, including commitments
to declare a nature emergency and to deliver
a Nature Emergency Action Plan.
We now meet together as a community

of people who signed up and share initial
feedback on the first draft of the plan. We are
continuing our campaign of action, and we’re
asking you – as individuals or organisations –
to join us by signing up to Nature Recovery
Sheffield, provide further input on the draft plan
and join a working group to take the actions
forward. We have a newsletter packed with
examples of what people are already doing

to help nature in Sheffield and the meetings
provide a networking opportunity to find out
what like-minded people are up to.
Please visit https://www.wildsheffield.com/
getinvolved/naturesheffield/ to find out more,
or contact naturesheffield@wildsheffield.com.
You can tag us on social media using
#NatureRecoverySheffield, too.
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Autumn Carnival Lights up the Night

On the 5th November the autumn carnival
returned to Sharrow! The event was really well
attended and stewards estimated there were
around 400 people on the parade. Crowds
gathered in Mount Pleasant Park at around
5pm, they were joined by the University
of Sheffield Samba Band who helped get
everyone in the carnival spirit.

The parade went up Vincent road, around
the Old Junior School and back down South
View Road, before arriving at Mount Pleasant
park for a light and fire display with circus
performances by acrobats and fire spinners.
One attendee said “It was brilliant. The show
area in the park was great, it was exciting. The
performers were great.” Another told us “It
was a great event-such a great atmosphere;
the kids loved every minute of it and it felt safe
and well organised.”

and drumming in the park.”
A big thank you to everyone who took part
in the workshops, attended the event and
brought light and joy to the parade, the
musicians and performers, to the people at
their windows and on their doorsteps cheering
on the parade, and the volunteers and staff
who helped make the event safe and well
organised. Thanks also to the Police and
Sheffield City Council who helped to fund and
support this event.

After the performances, it was back to the
Adventure Playground for a family friendly We look forward to seeing you at the Autumn
afterparty. Warming jacket potatoes, rice and Carnival 2022!
chilli were served at no charge, and the queue
went around the corner – food was served
until it ran out. The music continued at the
playground until around 7pm, with Sharrow
Community Forum’s new Youth Mentor, Jack
Lanterns big and small were on display, most Waller on the decks on the stage.
children attending had their own, made at
one of the lantern workshops that took place Other attendees told us: "The party at the
at the Adventure Playground or at the Issrac playground was relaxed and fun and safe
Centre in the weeks leading up to the carnival. for the family.” “I really enjoyed it and
Some children made theirs at home using a thought it showcased Sheffield events at their
lantern making pack put together by Ignite best; involving the community and being
Imaginations, which included lights, tissue creative.” “Loved the lantern parade and
accompanying music. Loved the fire dancing
paper, glue and scissors.

New Art Club at CRB (Cemetery road Baptist Church)
Lizzy Levy and her young adult daughters,
Tamar and Miriam, have begun a new art
club in the Cemetery Road Baptist Church
Mosaic Centre. Lizzy tutors in fine art, fashion
and textiles. During Covid some of us have
become very isolated and lonely. This group
hopes to encourage a sense of community
support and friendship within a creative
setting.
You don’t have to be good at art! You may
enjoy reading or journaling and just need a
warm, comfy sofa, a cuppa, a slice of cake
and some friendly chat! This club provides
a safe space, just to be, and have some
conversation. Do you have some craft, art,
a book, some knitting on the go? Bring your
creative hobbies and make new friends or
share your skills with others. We welcome the
largest canvases through to the smallest crossstitch, artists and makers coming together.
Where: At Cemetery Road Baptist Church
Space: Ron’s Room, Napier Street Entrance,
Opposite Waitrose Car Park.
When: Every Thursday! Time: 6pm until 8pm

We will be hosting classes on: Thursday 2nd,
9th & 16th December prior to the Christmas
holiday; then returning 6th January 2022 every
Thursday onwards.
Cake of the week & warm drinks available
(Mince Pies or Yule Log for the Festive Period)!
In September 2021, Lizzy started the new
Thursday Arts & Crafts group. The church has
the most amazing space ideal for the arts
and crafts! This new group currently comprises
diverse members of all ages. Children are
welcome with a responsible adult.
Everyone is welcome (disabled facilities
available) – come and learn new skills or bring
your own creative crafts – knitting, painting,
writing, colouring, crochet, drawing, poetry,
reading, collage, etc
It’s just an easy, cosy club, where everyone
is welcome – join us for a cuppa, bring some
supper if you like! It’s a time to support one
another exploring the many creative gifts we
have been blessed with.

Contact Lizzy Levy at admin@crbchurch.org.
uk or telephone: 07538 101 647 for more
information.
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Young artists from Sharrow and Lowfield Primary Schools

Jna Y4

Saleh Y5

Idris Y5

Lauren Y6

Khyathi Y5
Pupils at Lowfield Primary School have
produced artwork for a display about COP26.
This is a message to explain how they want
their world to be in the future and some have
depicted how we should look after it better.
Saleh Y5
Below: Clay penguins made by Y2
pupils at Sharrow Primary School

Iona Y6

Year 2 pupils at Sharrow Primary School made
clay penguins as part of their topic this term.
The penguins were made from air drying clay,
have been painted and varnished, and look
fantastic!

Simply speak to a member of Sharrow Community Forum
staff at The Old Junior School or Highfield Adventure
Playground , or email a photo of the artwork along with
the artists name, age and a title of the work, if there
is one, to reception@sharrowcf.org.uk
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...and yesterday

An interview by Ayesha Nadeem

The Chinese, Bangladeshi, Pakistani and Somali communities, in particular, all enriched and continue to enrich the area.

.

It’s always good to learn about the history of the places we work or
live in. For one thing, it helps us to appreciate the efforts of community activists of previous years that helped to make our environment
a better place. Sharrow Today will talk to people who have lived or
worked in the area for decades, to ask their views about how the
area has changed/developed over the decades.

December 2021

With this in mind, this month, we asked Mohammad Nazir O.B.E. to
share his views on how he remembers the area in the 1980’s and
1990’s and how it compares with the present day. Many of our readers will remember Mr Nazir as the Councillor for Sharrow. Our volunteer, Ayesha Nadeem, went to talk to him and this is her report.

Sharrow nursery and Infant school in the 1980’s

The local schools were also enriched by the cultures and languages
of these families and continue to be. “Another thing I remember is
that there was derelict land opposite the old infant school building so
the housing development that sits there now is a great addition to the
area”. Also adding value to this area is the eco-friendly new school
building which merged the nursery and infant school with the Sharrow
Junior School.

.

Behind dark twinkling eyes, Mohammad Nazir holds a wealth of
knowledge, chapters about community development and volunteering in Sheffield and beyond. Each undulating line of his face
has a story to tell. This humble man’s life story would fill volumes – today though, within the constraints of this newspaper, I will ask him to
share with me his thoughts on the Sharrow area, past and present.
Mr Nazir speaks fondly of the area and I learn that in the late 70’s and
in the 1980’s, Sharrow was a neglected and deprived area of Sheffield, consisting of ‘shabby’ houses. “With the help of Government
improvement grants, Sharrow began to look more
‘polished’ and an inviting area”. He remembers that
the Landsdowne flats were built to accommodate
more residents moving into the area. In Sharrow and
Nether Edge, Mr Nazir recalls there was a diverse
ethnic community comprising of Italians and Polish
people. The area was also attractive to students,
given its proximity to the Universities.
In the late 1970’s different areas of Sheffied began to
see an influx of people moving from Attercliffe, when
houses were being demolished there. “In 1976, I
looked at houses in Firvale, Pitsmoor Abbeydale,
Sharrow and Nether Edge and finally decided to settle just on the outskirts of Sharrow”. When probed, he
replies, “The area was so green and peaceful that I
just couldn’t go anywhere else.”

.
Sharrow Primary School now

.

His hands, scattered with lines and sunspots, stroke the smooth silvery
beard as Mr Nazir recalls his most active years. He talks about the
pleasant sound of children playing as he walked through the playground of Sharrow Junior school to talk to children every other week
at assembly times. There is no sound of ‘playtimes’ here now but Sharrow Community Forum brings the community together in a different
way using the Old Junior school building.

Old London Road courtesy of Gary Newall @Just Old Sheffield Photos

Mr Nazir remembers that in the 1980’s, there were local shops and
several post offices too which served the local people. Sadly, there
has been a decline in the number of post offices in the area. Other
than that London Road had only a handful of restaurants offering
Bangladeshi, Chinese and Pakistani/Indian cuisines. One or two
takeaways were around as well the traditional fish and chip shop.
The arrival of more people into the area led to the development of
a supermarket in the area called Safeway, (bought by Waitrose in
2004).
Today there are a range of businesses and also a rich and varied
number of international food outlets on London Road enticing people from all backgrounds into the vibrant atmosphere.

This humble gentleman becomes animated as he reminisces on the
past. He talks about his active role in developing the Asian Welfare
Association (AWA), based in Wesley House, near Highfields Library.
Race relations work and community harmony has always been very
important to Mr Nazir, who was also Chair of the Sheffield Race Equalities Council. “I’ve always felt strongly that I should work in collaboration with a range of organisations and communities on projects that
ultimately benefit the community”. This was the ethos we developed
at the AWA and we worked closely with the other projects/teams
based at Wesley House, like the CAB and the South Sheffield Inner
City Community Project (SSICCP), and especially Rev. John Peaden.
There was also the Hub, next to the old Sharrow NI School where the
African Caribbean community held activities. “Everyone from the
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community, regardless of ethnic or linguistic background and from
all walks of life could come to Wesley House for help and support
as well as for legal advice”. Further up on Sharrow Lane, Mr Nazir
recalls the large Mount Pleasant Centre building which was used
by the college to hold classes for people who found it more convenient to study college courses at a local centre, rather at the college’s main sites. “I feel that it was a great loss to the community
when all college classes eventually moved to the main sites”.
When Wesley House closed the organisations found different bases.
Mr Nazir continued to work with other key players in the area to
campaign for another community ‘hub’ where any member of the
community could come together and became “one of the founding members of the Sharrow Community Forum (SCF), originally
based on London Road”. The Old Sharrow Junior School building
later became the hub where the SCF is now based. “I think that this
is a very positive development for the area and the café is ideal for
bringing the community together informally”.
Traffic calming has always been close to Mr Nazir’s heart. “In fact
I once appeared on Top Gear to talk about the Nether Edge and
Sharrow Road Safety Campaign – much to my children’s surprise!”
He does feel that roads in the area now, are congested with parked
cars than in the 1980’s and 90’s. However, families are growing
and it seems the norm to have more than one car per house – especially in multi-occupancy homes. The traffic calming measures
that Mr Nazir was actively pushing for, with other like-minded people, have helped to make Sharrow and Nether Edge a safer place
for the community, with the 20mph zones. He thinks that another
way forward may be where people are encouraged, where possible, to share cars and journeys, without drivers feeling penalised
and to encourage people to walk within the local area. “Mount
Pleasant Park is a huge asset to this area and is a much needed
green space for children and adults to develop socially, mentally
and physically and we are lucky to have the Highfield Adventure
playground within it”.

.

As the muslim community grew,
it was subsequently decided to
demolish the existing building, so
that a new purpose-built centre
could be built in its place. It was
envisaged that the new masjid
and Islamic centre would have
many teaching rooms, two
large halls, a library and a day
centre. Mr Nazir feels humbled
when he thinks of the community spirit and the generosity of
the users of the masjid who paid
for the building to be built.

The old Sheffield Islamic Centre

.

It was through the sustained fund-raising efforts of the dedicated
volunteers that ensured that the several millions of pounds needed
in total, for the project, were actually raised. “The Islamic Centre
and masjid is a huge asset to the whole community. It is primarily used for religious and cultural activities, however, we also have
school groups visiting as part of their curriculum studies and the
community use the day centre for social purposes, helping to combat isolation and to promote mental well-being. We fundraise for
projects in England as well as abroad. In recent times, our congregation was devastated to see the havoc caused by the floods in
South Yorkshire and we immediately raised money for the South
Yorkshire’s Community Foundation’s Emergency Flood Disaster Relief Appeal”.

‘Madina Masjid at dusk’ captured beautifully by Shahid Nazir

.

When asked about the thing he feels the area has lost, Mr Nazir looks
pensively and says that whilst working voluntarily with AWA, he was
pleased that he worked with other partners in Wesley House, and also
with the voluntary organisation, Society of Asian Youth, to help establish the Everyone’s Centre which could offer activities to the youth in
the area. This development was later taken over by the Youth Service
He also talks of the local play schemes for the under 14’s which were
supported by the Council. He says that these two provided a safe
place for young people to come together in a positive way and as a
result, incidents of vandalism and other anti-social behaviour reduced
greatly. Young people were kept busy.
“It saddens me that the Everyone’s Centre and the Youth Service did
not continue. There is a dire need for more centre based provision targeted to meeting the needs of local young people. Maybe then we
will see a reduction in the number of drugs related crime that seems to
be on the increase”.
As I listen to Mr Nazir talk about
developments in the Sharrow
area over the decades, I can’t
help wondering what role this
esteemed gentleman will play
in the next stage of developments. Despite being a senior,
Mr Nazir continues to be actively involved within the local community and he remains Chair
of the Sheffield Islamic Centre
Madina Masjid Trust. It is hard
to imagine that this active and
alert retired college lecturer,
and ex councillor, will ever put
his feet up and really retire.

.

One building which has dominated the Sharrow/Heeley skyline since
2006 is the Sheffield Islamic Centre and Madina Masjid on Wolsley
Road. Mr Nazir recalls that, “there was no real place for community
get-togethers or for congregational worship for the growing Muslim
community which enriched the area”. He speaks eloquently about
the early struggles to find a suitable building. “We were fortunate
that the Co-op building went on sale and a group of us decided
to buy this and renovate it for the purposes of using it as a mosque/
masjid. I became Chair of the Trustees and had a strategic role in
moving things forward.”
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Christmas Holiday Activities
in Sharrow
Free local activities for children, young people &
families in the Christmas School Holidays
Saturday 18th December
Highfield Library: Christmas craft activities for children 6 years and over. 10.00am to 12.00pm. Drop in
Highfield Adventure Playground: Puppet making workshop run by Sheffield Theatres (1pm-3pm) on the
stage , children of all ages welcome, 1-5pm Drop in
Sheffield General Cemetery: THE WISHING TREE - A Mid Winter Family Celebration at The Samuel Worth
Chapel in the Cemetery , 4pm - 5pm , booking required, free tickets at www.gencem.org/new-events

Sunday 19th December
Sheffield General Cemetery: Kid’s Festive Crafts at The Samuel Worth Chapel 10am - 4pm , Drop in
Sheffield General Cemetery: Carol Singing with Sonority Choir 2pm - 2.30pm on the steps of the Samuel
Worth Chapel for carol singing with Sonority Choir. Cafe will be open for hot drinks. Drop in

Monday 20th December
Highfield Adventure Playground: (Drop-in 1-5pm) Creative photography workshop, this activity can be
extended and taken home, the results will be shown in Sharrow Todays next issue. Hot food provided

Highfield Library: ‘Ghost Stories in the Library’ with Nik Perring. Creative writing, stories and poems themed
around the cemetery and the children’s book Nik is writing about it! Ages 8-12 years, 10.30am – 12.30pm
Booking required through Ecclesall Library: call 0114 203 7222 or email Ecclesall.library@sheffield.gov.uk

Tuesday21st December
Highfield Adventure Playground: Christmas baking, ginger-bread baking and decorating. 1-5pm Drop in, Hot

food provided

Wednesday 22nd December
Highfield Library: Christmas songs and stories for children under 5 years old. 10.00am and 11.30am. Pre-book
your FREE place with a member of staff at the library
Highfield Adventure Playground: Crafty Christmas decorations, a chance to craft your own decorations using
fabric and paper. 1-5pm Drop in,Hot food provided

Thursday 23rd December
Highfield Adventure Playground: Christmas Party! General opening 1-5pm, Drop in. Junior Party 3-5pm.
Youth Club Party 6-8pm. Music, party games , raffle and gifts from Hallam FM. Drop in. Hot food provided
For info about activities at Highfield Adventure Playground contact Sharrow Community Forum on 0114
2508384 or email reception@sharrowcf.org.uk
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An Autumnal walk through Sharrow
By Ayesha Nadeem

					

Visually, autumn is one of my favourite seasons - full
of colour and beauty. To me, autumn always feels
like a time of reflection, a time of change. As winter
approaches, the changes occurring in the environment
are truly captivating. I find that the beauty of autumn
is often overshadowed by complaints of the cold,
sometimes wet, conditions. I hope I can remind you all
of the true beauty of autumn through my recollection
of a walk, through Sharrow:
As I step out into the subdued streets of Sharrow, I am
greeted with the bitter pinch of the frosty morning air
that numbs my cheeks - which respond with a rosy
glow. Rolls of soft white clouds line the sky. The streets
are quieter than usual, and aside from the purring of an
idling car engine, the soothing crunch of the autumn
leaves can be heard clearly, rustling with each footstep
I take. All around me hues of colour sway in the wind,
a mixture of reds, oranges and yellow as the autumn
breeze whisks away the last of the leaves. A confetti of

They form a bed of gold and scarlet, almost like a cosy
quilt over the pavement- protecting it from the harsh
chills of autumn.
I pass by trees, towering overhead, undressing
themselves in preparation for the winter snow. Part of
their beauty falling as a result of the winter wind, which
has taken over from the gentle autumnal breeze. Their
branches twisting and turning- reaching out, almost
as if they’re trying to grasp the last of the autumn sun
and the warmth that remains. They form a canopy
overhead, a protective shelter for wildlife.
My palm brushes against the trunk of the tree. It is
rough in texture, each section of the bark filled with
unique patterns. The wind whistles. Berries bring a burst
of vibrant colour to the otherwise leafless tree, of which
satisfy the birds with their juices. The bright red of the
berry and dark green of the leaves become enhanced
against the dark, mossy trunk of the tree- the bold
colours popping out with confidence.
In a way, the seasonal changes that occur during
this month reflect the community of Sharrow. With the
warm, vibrant colours echoing the hearty and lively
community we have here. Even the bark of the tree,
covered in unique patterns - all different shapes and
sizes can mirror the diverse community we are lucky to
find ourselves in.
The falling of the leaves, the trees which change in
their appearance, can symbolise the change we want
to make in our lives - the goals or resolutions which we
would like to set ourselves as the new year approaches.
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Future Makers S7
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Over 60 local young people have taken part in FREE, FUN, CREATIVE
workshops this autumn… and there’s more to come!
Over the past four months Sheffield theatre company, Third Angel,
have been working in partnership with Site Gallery to deliver Future
Maker S7 – A programme of creative workshops for 11-14 year olds in
the Sharrow, Highfield and Nether Edge area.
There has been a wide range of activities on offer including
photography, sound recording, stage combat, acting for TV, special
effects make-up and more. Groups have had chance to work with
successful local artists like Dominic Heslop aka The1Devoted to write
raps + poems and theatre maker Soraya Nabipour to create their own
performances.
Future Makers aims to give young people a taste of different art forms
by working with established professionals who deliver a fun, handson workshop whilst also sharing the journey they took to get into their
chosen careers.
Future Makers S7 will continue into next year thanks to the support of
Sheffield City Council and Scops Arts Trust.
There will be a FREE weekly workshop taking place at Common
Ground Community Centre every Sunday from 1-3pm. Anyone aged
11-14 can sign up to take part and the group will work alongside the
Third Angel team to learn skills, explore ideas and ultimately – make
something brilliant!
It could be a performance, a film, a music video, a podcast… The
group will get to explore their own interests & ideas to help them
decide.

Third Angel have been making work that breaks down traditional
ideas of theatre for over 25 years. They are based at Harland Works.
Find out more about them at www.thirdangel.co.uk

Christmas/Winter Activities
at The Sheffield General Cemetery
Stargazing in The Cemetery: Friday 17th
December 6:30 pm -9:00 pm - An Introduction.
Join us for our first Stargazing event where you
will learn the basics and get hands on with
telescopes. We'll be hosting this event in the
atmospheric Samuel Worth Chapel where
we'll be serving cakes, hot drinks, mulled wine,
soup and rolls.
The evening will consist of 3 talks:
A guide to the 10 best things to look at in the
night sky; An introduction to the different types
of telescopes and Binoculars; An introduction
to The Sheffield Astronomical Society.
After the talks we'll be taking groups down to
the Cemetery green space where Sheffield
Astronomical Society will have telescopes set
up for people to view the night sky.
This event is for kids and adults (recommended
age 8+). All children under 16 to be
accompanied by an adult.
THE WISHING TREE: Saturday 18th December,
4pm - 5pm - A Mid Winter Family Celebration
at The Samuel Worth Chapel. FREE!
Ceremonies with lanterns, candles and bright

objects of all kinds can help us remember to
call in light and warmth into our own lives.
The Winter Solstice is also a powerful time to
plant seeds of intention for the year ahead,
metaphorical seeds that will grow with the
sun's warmth. The wishing tree is a pagan
tradition, about creating intentions for the new
year. Join us at the Samuel Worth Chapel for
an atmospheric gathering to write wishes for
2022 and sing songs around our beautiful tree.
*** This event was formally ‘Winter Light Spiral’
.If you have booked free tickets for this event Later on the 19th, Christmas by Candlelight
we hope you will still join us for the Wishing with Sonority Choir 4pm - 5pm Embracing
winter and Christmas songs old and new,
Tree! ***
The concert will be moving, uplifting and a
Kid’s Festive Crafts at The Samuel Worth thoroughly captivating experience.
Chapel: Sunday 19th December. 10am - 4pm.
Join us for FREE festive crafts at The Samuel The performance will include new, beautiful
Worth Chapel. No need to book , just come arrangements of some well known favourites,
including Stille Nacht, Veni, Veni Emmanuel
along!
On the same day, Carol Singing with Sonority and Angel Gabriel. This intimate concert
Choir 2pm - 2.30pm, Join us on the steps of promises to fill you with warmth and a festive
the Samuel Worth Chapel for carol singing glow. All accompanied by traditional festival
with Sonority Choir. Our cafe will be open for refreshments.
mulled wine and cosy hot drinks. FREE! No All tickets can be booked here:
need to book, just come along!
https://www.gencem.org/new-events
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Tales from a Sharrow Traveller

Christmas Down Under
It was Christmas Eve 2017 ... I woke up bright and early and after
breakfast we all went down to the riverside. We drove past bungalows
and verandahs decked out in Christmas lights, glowing Santas, and
red-nosed reindeers. There were some good displays – like the ones
on South View Crescent last Christmas. But by now it was getting hot
… upper twenties … and the water in the Swan River looked cool
and inviting. The boys wanted to go paddle-boarding – something
I’d never done before. But it didn’t look too difficult – and I’ll try most
things once, even though I’m getting on a bit (past retirement age).
After a 20 minute beginners’ training session on the grassy riverbank,
led by a young instructor, we squelched through the slimy mud and
seaweed at the river’s edge – Oof! What a pong – and waded out to
knee-deep water. I climbed onto my board and, after a few soakings,
managed to stay on it in a standing position. Every bone and joint
in my body was working hard and flexing to keep me upright on the
‘wobbly’ water – it was like a whole body workout. We paddled out
into deeper water and headed down stream towards the estuary at
Fremantle. Two hours later we were back upstream and I felt like I’d
just had an all-day session at the gym.
Back on land the temperature was now in the mid-thirties and we’d
worked up an appetite. We found a leafy riverside cafe and sat down
in the shade of its trees for a coffee and lunchtime snack. “Mince pie
anyone?”
But we still had work to do – we had to get food for the next day …
Christmas Day.
“Hark the Herald Angels sing” … Christmas carols were blaring out
from the speakers as we went flip-flopping round the nearest branch
of Coles supermarket with crowds of other shoppers in shorts and flipflops. [Flip-flops are called thongs in Australia. My son found this out on
his first Thursday at work - he had to do an audio ‘double-take’ when
his boss said to him “Hey mate. It’s dress-down Friday tomorrow - we’re
all coming in our tee-shirts and thongs.”]

by Steve Fryer

					

Loaded with all our Christmas goodies we drove back to the house,
stopping off en route to get a takeaway for tea. When we got back
my little granddaughter was in the living room getting very excited
about the twinkling Christmas tree and all the presents underneath it.
She had a stocking to hang up as well because Santa was expected
that night. We sat out in the garden under a shady canopy to eat our
takeaway. In the cool of the evening the temperature had dropped
back down to the mid-twenties. My (now Australian) son had to put
a hoody on. Then later on we moved back inside to wrap up more
presents and to watch some traditional Christmas Eve telly.
It was exciting to think that it was Christmas Day tomorrow … but it
wasn’t Christmas Day as we know it ...
We woke up to bright sunny skies (yet again) and headed down to
the beach for a swim. After parking up behind the sand dunes we
clomped along the boardwalk through a gap … Wa-hey! … It was like
a big outdoors party going on. The beach was packed with people in
party hats and swimming cozzies, playing on the sand and frolicking in
the waves. Whole families had come down to spend the day on the
beach and they’d brought their Christmas dinner with them to eat as
a picnic. It felt a bit like the Sharrow Festival … if you can imagine it
taking place on a big sunny beach. But we didn’t stay for too long.
After our swim we had to get back to the house … it was time for
the presents … and then our Christmas dinner – a barbecue in the
garden, with Christmas pudding on the patio … it all felt like Christmas
in a parallel universe ... ... Merry Christmas everyone.

The shelves were loaded with Christmas food – all the usual stuff but
sometimes with a slightly different twist. One thing we couldn’t get
was booze. Australian supermarkets don’t sell alcohol – you have to
go to a bottle shop for that. There was one nearby. It was quite a big
affair … like an alcoholic supermarket.

Winter Wildlife Wordsearch
Badger
Robin
Rabbit
Starling
Mountain Hare
Arctic Fox
Owl

PRIZE DRAW!
Wolf
Polar Bear
Hedge Hog
Hawk
Hibernate
Narwhal
Migrate

Circle all the winter wildlife words. Then cut out the wordsearch and
return it with your name and contact details to Sharrow Community
Forum reception at The Old Junior School on South View Road by
Friday, 14th January, 2022, to enter the prize draw with a chance
to win one of 3 £10 Vouchers.
Congratulations to Rafia, age 7, Mustafa, age 7, and Dorothy,
who were all winners of the Street Name Wordsearch in the last
issue of Sharrow Today. They have all won £10 vouchers.

Name ...................................... Under 16 years Y/N
Contact Email/Phone .................................................

Anyone can enter but please get permission from parents or carers if you’re under 16
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Putting on a Good Show
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South View Crescent resident Michaela has been keeping local
children entertained with fantastic and imaginative Easter, Halloween
and Christmas displays in her front garden since the start of the
pandemic. She told us she did this to make the local children feel
happy, especially during the lockdowns when playgrounds and lots of
other childrens’ activities were closed. This Christmas she has included
a Christmas Tree decorated with some of the thank you cards she has
recieved from her neighbours. Michaela and those who help her put
a huge effort into the displays, which include inflatables, lights of all
kinds and even video projections and sound. It is greatly appreciated
by local children and parents. Thank you!

Children watching the talking Pumpkin Show at
Halloween
		
Thank you cards from neigbours

Writing a Good Story

This years Christmas Display

A story written by 9 year old Khushal Panjwani who goes to
the Adventure Playground. He also designed the book cover.

Once upon a time lived a very intelligent boy who adored reading.
One day he went to a bookshop and found an ancient book in the
corner. The mysterious shopkeeper said that he found it on an island
on top of a white stone. When the boy opened the book all it said
inside was a strange message. As soon as the boy saw it he leapt with
excitement. The words TRESURE = SHOC CASTLE were written in BOLD.
Shoc castle was an old castle in Africa. It was first discovered by a
priest. Sadly, they were in America. One of the boy’s friends was going
on holiday to Africa so the boy asked him if he could come. After the
boy showed his friend the magical book his friend finally agreed. “Oh,
great,” said his friend we are supposed to go to Shoc castle tomorrow.
The next day they went to Shoc castle. They had a magical experience.
When they went into the first room the letter V was written on the roof.
When they went into the second room the letter A was written on
the roof. He wrote all the letters in his notebook and at the end of
his expedition he had the letters VAYRTLAO written down. He tried to
unjumble the letters and he got the word LAVATORY (a lavatory is an
old word for a toilet) “We might go to Shoc castle again” said his friend
if we behave. So, the children were behaving in their best behavior all
day and they finally got to go to the mysterious castle. They sped into
the toilet (the king and queens’ ancient toilet not the public one). On
the roof was a hole with a tiny button-like thing in it.
That night the boy’s friend stole the keys from his parents’ drawer, and
they rocketed out of the back door. They reached the castle and
broke in. They ran into the toilet and pushed the button with a pencil.
Suddenly, the walls separated and there was a long staircase with
endless stairs. The brave boys decided to go down the stairs and after 2
hours or so they reached the bottom. At the bottom there was a chest
full of glittering gold. They stuffed their pockets but only managed to
get half the chest. The next morning the children’s parents phoned
the police and they got 20% of the treasure (not including the money
they hid). The 20% was worth 500 million dollars in total (including the
money they hid they had 1500 million dollars!) They were rich!
PS the PM gave the boy a red diamond. Ten years later Shoc castle
disappeared!

December 2021								

A trip down memory lane...
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Can you guess where in Sharrow, Abbeydale or Nether Edge these photos from the 1960’s, 70s and 80s were taken?
If you have your own old photos from the area showing local landmarks past and present, we would love to see these and publish them in
an upcomign edition. Please contact us at sharrowtoday@gmail.com

All photos courtesy of Gary Newall and Micheal Henry Fanshawe, admins @Just Old Sheffield Photos
.

Highfield Trinity: Old Church, New Space
Highfield Trinity Church – located where London Road meets Abbeydale Road – has been
open since 1878, both as a place of worship and as a place where local community
groups can meet to ‘do their thing’, whatever
that thing might be.
Shortly before the pandemic struck, an external lift was installed to provide more inclusive
access to the upper floor and facilities on that
floor were enhanced. As a result of this, the
Church now has more – and better – space on
two floors. We are offering an open invitation
to community groups to explore ways in which
they might use these spaces: for example, for
meetings (large and small), education and
training events, parents-and-children drop-ins,
conferences, arts activities, well-being classes,
exhibitions, concerts.
Hire charges range from £10 to £18 per hour,
depending on the size of the space and the
number of bookings. We also have office
space available that could be used by one or
more small organisations.

We’re delighted that already Jessa’s Joy Bank
(the Toy Bank) Cutting Edge Theatre
Company, Portland Works, Foodhall, have
taken up the invitation, and that old
friends such as Roshni, Kumon, Highfield Toddlers, and two musical theatre groups,
Woodseats and Ellesmere, are back with us.
The Church is particularly pleased to welcome
groups like those just mentioned which are interested in ‘making a difference for the better’ in the local community. We work with such
groups, with people of all faiths and none, for
the good of Sharrow and Abbeydale.
Anyone interested in using Highfield Trinity is
welcome to contact Richard Pinder, one of its
members:
richard_pinder@gn.apc.org / 07951 931 195.

Photos by Katie York

Highfield Trinity Church
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Local Artist
Amna Batool

Art is the expression of imagination and I love
to see my imagination on canvas in the form
of portraits, compositions, figurative drawings
and fabric painting. My main focus is painting
perspective and depiction of nature in the
form of landscape.
I guess I got the artistic genes from my late
father but also, I always found myself very
happy and comfortable while drawing and
painting since my childhood so I thought to
study art and learn to express myself in better
way. I manage my time really well. My art is
involved in all my interests and all my interests
have art around. My interests lead to the way
to enhance my artistic abilities.
I have lived in Sharrow for over 4 years with
my husband and our son. Since moving here, I
see myself having many successful exhibitions,
selling art and making a living from my work.
My tutor at art college used to say that I’d
make a lot of money when I decided what I
wanted to paint. My future vision is a me who
still explores, still is imaginative. My freedom
and my creativity have reached a pleasant
and successful cohabiting place! In the future
I see myself surrounded by art, maybe owning
my very own art studio, teaching classes,
helping less fortunate through therapeutic art
and hopefully inspiring other emerging artists
along the way.
I sell my work, and I have had exhibitions in
Pakistan, I have a website which is under
construction: www.art313.com
Every artist was first an amateur. Every child is
an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist
once she grows up.
To contact Amna email amnabatool298@
gmail.com
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Every artist dips her brush in her own soul,
and paints her own nature into her paintings

