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BUILDING THE COMMUNITY’S VOICE

The Autumn Carnival
is back!

Join us on Friday 5th November when the Autumn
Carnival returns to Sharrow after a two year break.

The Autumn Carnival is a family friendly neighbourhood
celebration bringing light, music and spectacle to the
dark autumn night. There are lots of different ways to get
involved in this event; leading up to the carnival there will
be lantern-making workshops for children and families all
across Sharrow – whether you want to make a small lantern
for your window, a bigger one to join in the parade, or help
to renovate the enormous lanterns from last year, there is an
opportunity to have a go. Workshops will be taking place
at community venues during half-term and in schools in the
week leading up to the 5th November, so keep your eyes
peeled for these free, fun sessions.
On the day of the Carnival people taking part will assemble
in Mount Pleasant Park just as the light starts to fade (5pm).
This is where we will turn on our lanterns and light up the
night! The parade will then exit the park via Sitwell Road and
walk through the streets of Sharrow accompanied by South
Yorkshire Police and other local guardians. Anyone who
would like to help with stewarding the parade (for about an
hour) please contact rachel@sharrowcf.org.uk. The parade
route is suitable for little legs and pushchairs, and should take
around 30 minutes to complete. Everyone will then return to
the park for music, and light-up entertainment! See pages
10 & 11 for more information.
After the parade and entertainment everyone will be
welcomed into Highfield Adventure Playground for more
music and a free community meal to warm up even the
chilliest of hands and finish the event at 7:30pm.
If you are unable to make the Autumn Carnival but still want
to get involved we even have a make-at-home project to
create your very own lantern.
Please note, there will be no fireworks. Fireworks and naked
flames must not be brought to this family event.
Sharrow Autumn Carnival is brought to you by Sharrow
Community Forum and Ignite Imaginations with support from
Sheffield City Council, South Yorkshire Police, and Sheffield
Healthy Holidays.
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Sharrow and Abbeydale Community Contacts
The Councillors for the Sharrow and Nether Edge Ward are:
Cllr Maroof Raouf (Green Party)
Tel: 07367 123276 (mobile)
Email: maroof.raouf@councillor.sheffield.gov.uk
Cllr Peter Garbutt(Green Party)		
Tel: 0114 27 35380
Email: Peter.Garbutt@councillor.sheffield.gov.uk
Cllr Alison Teal (Green Party)		
Email: alison.teal@sheffield.gov.uk

Tel: 07500765419 (mobile)
0114 273 5380 (Town Hall)

Councillor surgeries:
Due to restrictions still taking place in some venues please
check with you local councillor for details regarding surgeries.

WRITE FOR
SHARROW TODAY!
News stories, cafe reviews, arts and more!

If you fancy contributing either a regular or one-off article to Sharrow Today then get in touch with our editorial
team via sharrowtoday@gmail.com - it’s YOUR community voice and we’d love to hear it!

ADVERTISE IN
SHARROW TODAY!

Low-cost, high-impact advertising for your business or
event.

Paul Blomfield is the MP for Sheffield Central ward, which
covers Sharrow.
He can be contacted on 0114 272 2882 or via paul.blomfield.
mp@parliament.uk His consituency office is Unit 4, Edmund
Road Business Centre, 135 Edmund Road, Sheffield S2 4ED.
His website is www.paulblomfield.co.uk.
Regular surgeries are usually held on: 4th Friday of each
month between 4.00 - 5.00pm and 2nd Saturday of each
month (except April and Dec) between 9.30 -10.30am. But
please tel. 0114 272 2882 to check first and to book your
appointment.

Quarter-page - £50
Half-page - £100
Full-page - £170
To enquire about advertising with us
contact sharrowtoday@gmail.com

Any Ideas?
What would you like to see in Sharrow Today? If you’ve got
any ideas, tell us about them. Jot them down in the box below
(along with your contact details) and drop it in to Reception at
Sharrow Community Forum on South View Road.

Name .......................................................................................................................
Contact details ....................................................................................................
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Local News

Highfield Toddlers ... We’re back!
Highfield Toddlers has restarted after 18
months of Covid restrictions - and we’re loving
it!
Highfield Toddlers has been run by volunteers
for many years and is at the heart of the
Sharrow community, providing a safe and
happy place for play, friendship, learning and
fun every Thursday from 10am-12pm.
It wouldn’t happen without the generosity and
vision of the Highfield Church congregation
who are so happy for their beautiful main hall
to be used by the community.
Educational puzzles and toys; craft; reading
corner, ride-on toys; imaginative play; snack
time (bring your own) and the ever-favourite
singing time which ends with a big hokey
cokey in the middle of the room.
Why not come along and bring your
preschooler? Why not come and be a
volunteer?
Mums, dads, grandparents and carers all
welcome.
Thursdays (term-time) 10am-12pm.
Contact Judith for more details: 07805 667191
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Your New Neighbourhood Police Inspector
Hello, I want to introduce myself
and also let you know about a
number of changes on the South
West Neighbourhood Policing
Teams.
The team has gained a new
Inspector in myself, Katie RowlandWilson, and a new Sergeant in Jon
Clack to the Wards of Dore and
Totley, Netheredge and Sharrow,
and Ecclesall.

Agencies who we work effectively
with. I understand the real benefits
in joint working with both our
Statutory and other voluntary
organisations.

Jon Clack is also an experienced
Sergeant who has worked for
several years in Neighbourhood
Policing. He is excited about
this move and has a wealth of
knowledge
around
problem
solving and working with other
I am extremely excited about
agencies.
this opportunity and intend to
continue with all the hard work Behind us we have a really stable
and dedication that Inspector team in both Police Officers and
Louise Kent has given to the area. Police Community Support Officers
Just to give you a little bit of who have been embedded
background about me; I have across the area and will continue
served as an officer for nearly to maintain our community
two decades and have worked contacts and events as the Covid
a number of frontline functions Guidelines change over the next
including a number of years in few months. As part of this we
Neighbourhood Policing at all have published a Snap Survey
on our Facebook Pages to gain
ranks to Inspector.
some real understanding around
I have worked within the Safer
the issues you are experiencing in
Neighbourhood Team during its your communities
introduction and initial co-location
with Sheffield City Council Housing
and a number of other Statutory
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Community Events

Halloween in the Cemetery!
Halloween Activities at Sheffield General Cemetery!

Worth Chapel – come and make a mask or a bat! 12-3pm

They are getting fully immersed in the spooky season this October Free bookable activities
at Sheffield General Cemetery with lots of fun activities to come • Friday 29th October 2-4pm - Ghosts and their stories – Creative
and try for all the family!
Writing Workshop with author Nik Perring – suitable for ages
7+. Ticket link at https://www.gencem.org/new-events
Free drop-in things to do include:
• Saturday 30th October. 11-12 and 2-3pm - Spooky Storytelling
in the Woods with Carmel Page – suitable for ages 8+ (content
• From 25th October our New Murder and Mishap Trail will be
may NOT be suitable for children younger than 8). Ticket link
onsite. This is a self-guided trail and open to all. On the 29th
at https://www.gencem.org/new-events
and 30th of October this trail will be lit up at dusk for an hour.
• From 29th October – help us create a Cemetery Pumpkin
Paid for bookable events:
Display – join in the fun and bring in a carved Pumpkin to
display on site. Pumpkin drop off days are between 10 and • Friday 29th October – Fungi Walk with Ecologist Ziggy - tickets
via https://www.gencem.org/new-events
12 on Tuesday 26th October and 10 and 12 on Friday 29th
October at the Samuel Worth Chapel. Over the Halloween • Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st Nostalgic Film Club Haunted
Screenings! Book a ticket for an immersive film screening like
weekend come and see your pumpkin on display at the
no other. Matinee screenings of Death Becomes Her and
Chapel!
The Addams Family and late night showings of The Nun and
• Friday 29th October – Spooky Sweet Stall and Sheffield
The Woman in Black. Book tickets at http://buytickets.at/
General Cemetery Trust Bookshop at the Gatehouse.
nostalgicfilmclub
• Saturday 30th October – Halloween crafts at the Samuel
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Selective Licensing Scheme – latest!			
Prior to the implementation of the Selective
Licensing scheme in November 2019, Sheffield
City Council had concerns relating to property
condition and management practices at
numerous addresses which would eventually
fall within the designated licensing area.
Analysis of property complaints received over
the 3 years prior to the implementation of the
scheme, showed that the number of housing
enforcement actions taken to address
poor property standards in the area were
significantly high, when compared to the
rest of the city. In particular we were finding
a worrying lack of fire detection and had
concerns about flats situated above shops
and food outlets.
In this 3 year period Private Housing Standards
received over 6700 requests for service,
of which only 110 related to properties
along London Road, Abbeydale Road and
Chesterfield Road. The low incidence of reports
being made to us by tenants contradicted
the high amount of issues that we were finding
during a period of pro-active inspection work.
How it works
Landlords who have tenanted properties
within the licensing area have a duty to apply
for a selective licence for each property. As
part of the application process the applicant is
required to provide certain safety certificates,
information about property management
arrangements, and must be deemed to be
a fit and proper person. An initial application
processing fee of £500 is required at the
point of application, followed by a risk based
inspection and monitoring fee of (low risk)
£250 or (high risk) £500, with risk being decided
based on the information supplied with the
application.
How the scheme protects tenants
The introduction of Selective Licensing can bring
widespread benefits to the local community. In
particular it gives the council the opportunity
to assess all private rented properties within
the designated area to ensure they are safe,
free from hazards and well managed. Tenants
can be safe in the knowledge that to be able
to rent out a property in the area, landlords
and their agents must be considered to be fit
and proper persons. They will be expected to
attend training to ensure that they have an up
to date knowledge of the responsibilities of a
landlord and will need to evidence that they
are able to put this in to practice. Tenants can
be confident that where this is not the case,
the council will use its powers to ensure that
action is taken to rectify concerns.
Can it help landlords?
We know that the vast majority of landlords
understand their obligations, and those who
don’t benefit from support and training.
The conditions of the licence stipulate that
all licence holders and managers attend
a training course, designed to provide
up to date guidance on best practice
tenancy and property management. Where
landlords and agents can evidence that they
understand their obligations they become

more attractive to tenants, no one wants a
landlord who doesn’t understand and take
their responsibilities seriously. This ensures that
properties are maintained to a higher standard
and tenancies are better managed which
will potentially lead to shorter void periods
between tenancies and happier tenants.
How have landlords reacted to the scheme?
We have received upwards of 420 licence
applications since the commencement of
the scheme, which is in line with our initial
estimates for the total number of licenced
properties within the designated area. We
view this positively as it shows that landlords
are aware of their obligations to licence their
properties. It is however clear from the property
inspections and Housing Officer feedback
that there is a direct link between properties
with poor conditions and landlords with a
negative view of the scheme. In addition we
have found that some of these landlords have
been less cooperative in arranging access
to their properties in order to allow a visit to
take place, than those whose properties have

been in a good condition.
As well as managing the Selective Licensing
scheme, Private Housing standards regulate
private sector housing throughout the city.
Our focus is to ensure that properties are well
maintained and that landlords and property
owners are aware of their obligations.
Before we are able to look into a case or
offer an inspection we usually require that the
tenant has reported their concerns to their
landlord to tell them about the problems.
It is important to ensure that the landlord is
fully aware of all the concerns and that they
have had reasonable time to respond. Where
an appropriate response is not forthcoming
the tenant should contact Private Housing
Standards who may look to remedy the
situation either by informal routes or in certain
situation by using enforcement powers.
Private Housing Standards can be contacted
on 0114 2734680, phs@sheffield.gov.uk or via
our website at Reporting disrepair in private
rented properties (sheffield.gov.uk)

8 Sharrow Today 								

October 2021

The summer holidays at HighBy Lucy Halstead

We have had a busy summer
welcoming families back after
a long year of lockdowns and
spending more time indoors than
we’d like. It has been great to see
the children enjoying the outside
space and families embracing the
opportunity to socialise outside.
We have welcomed over 200 new
families to the playground since
the end of July.

A highlight of the summer for me
has been meeting volunteers
and experiencing some of the
wonderful food that has been
cooked. We have provided free
hot food for children all summer,
cooked by volunteering parents.
Everybody brought their own
favourite recipes that their children
enjoy so we have had a gorgeous
variety including beautiful rice
dishes, vegetarian pasta dishes,
stews, and rice and peas. (We’ll be
looking for more volunteers for the
upcoming half term). As someone
who loves to cook, and eat, I’ve
really enjoyed learning things from
the conversations about food,
ingredients and families’ special
dishes.
The youth club also resumed for
those aged 10-16 at the slightly
later time of 7.30-9.00 pm (it has
now returned to it’s normal termtime of 6.00-8.00 pm). This included
visits from artist Chris Jarratt who
has been creating an interactive
sculpture, in collaboration with the
youth club, that will be installed in
the playground. The sculpture has
been on display at the Site Gallery
in Sheffield city centre.

.

During the summer we have taken
on some new staff (including
myself) and tried out new activities.
The stage that was built over
lockdown has meant that we have
been able to host music, concerts,
and hopefully some theatre in the
future. Concerteenies brought
musicians to play for everyone and
instruments for the children to try
out for themselves - beatboxing,
drumming to ukulele lessons. We
also hosted The Hunters who are
a musical family band, singing
and playing guitar and Fun Drum
which was great for the children
to get involved with percussion
and singing and dancing.

The British weather provided its
usual variety of highs and lows, as
I joined the team in early summer.
We had blazing sunshine and were
grateful for the shade of the trees
and the opportunity for water
play which proved a welcome
relief from the heat. The younger
children weren’t deterred from the
opportunity to get very wet and
sandy - and even as the weather
turned in August, we had some
phenomenal sandcastle and dam
building. The overcast weather
prompted the older children to
dig in our games cupboard in
between football matches and
whizzing down the zipline.

The summer of 2021 hosted some
special events, the Olympics
happened in Tokyo and they
happened at Highfield Adventure
playground as well! We had sports
day races, archery, skipping
tournaments, football and yoga.
We also resumed the annual
trip to the seaside and had a
fantastic day out in Mablethorpe.
Our coach took 50 people from
the playground and met up with
groups from across Sheffield at
the coast. There was swimming,
fish and chips, games and sand
castles. For many of us, myself
included it was a real high point
and a welcome opportunity to
get out of the city and really
embrace the fun of British summer
with a great group of people.

“We love coming to the adventure Playground. My son is 8 he
loves it here, we always have fun
and everyone is so friendly” HAP
Mum
“Having a safe and familiar
place to come regularly is important to us” HAP mum
“My son had a ball of a time
playing in the sand and water. He
couldn’t have had a better summer break with the activities, the
team of musicians, and the performers.” HAP Dad
“My eldest child has special educational needs and is happy and
safe at the playground” HAP
mum
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Community News

The Skip

by Emma Matthews

The skip stood on the corner
of Club Garden Road and
Sharrow Lane for as long as I can
remember, and for five, ten or
twenty-five years – depending on
which neighbour you ask - it stood
on the land owned by long-closed
Happy Shopper. They made an
ironic duo. Nothing happy about
Happy Shopper, nothing tidy
about the skip.
Although an eyesore, the issue
wasn’t with the skip alone, it was
with the skip’s unofficial invitation
to fly tip on it. It was piled high
with bin bags, a Moses basket,
mattresses, a curriculum of
textbooks plus your typical culprits:
bin bags overflowing, bottles,
McDonalds. The rubbish would be
cleared and then quickly creep
back again.
I must have walked past it a
thousand times on my way to
and from Abbeydale and up and
down Sharrow Vale without ever
really noticing it.
But last summer as our worlds
became smaller the skip became
bigger, and I become increasingly
irked by its presence. The skip was
the first thing you’d see as you
turned into Sharrow: a ‘Welcome
to Sharrow’ plaque setting the
bar low for our neighbourhood. I
read about the ‘broken window

					 ... It’s gone!		

theory’, which argues that visible
signs of disorder breed disorder.
I saw, through the skip, how fly
tipping breeds fly tipping.
It began to feel personal, as
though the skip and its cloak
of litter was a direct insult to
Sharrow’s community and every
person it affects, or who cares. I
wondered if the skip would have
survived so long if it was half a mile
up the road in Sharrow’s trendier
sister, Sharrow Vale. Or by one
of the Victorian villas round the
corner in Nether Edge. I doubt it.
I’d email the council to report it
but no department seemed to be
able to take responsibility for it as it
was on private land. And the skip
owners themselves clearly felt no
interest in doing anything about it.
One day in mid-summer on my
walk back from work I saw that
the skip had gone. I’m not sure
why it went, whether it was the
multiple reportings on Fix My Street
or simply a coincidence. I like to
think it’s pressure from the people
and perhaps it was, making it a
real win for the community. The
skip has gone and the area has
remained clear of rubbish since.
It will take much more than this to
resolve Sharrow’s issues with litter
but it’s a start, and it leaves me
feeling hopeful.

October 2021

							

Sharrow Today 13

Tales from a Sharrow Traveller

Red Square ... Green Light?

by Steve Fryer

USSR
1979

For us – children of the Cold War – mighty Red Square
was much more than just a famous ‘urban space’.
During the Cold War years most people thought you couldn’t venture behind
the Iron Curtain unless you went on an official guided tour. But I knew from my
Russian teacher at school that it was possible to travel there on your own. It
wasn’t easy to arrange, and it took a lot of paperwork, but in 1979 I drove
with a friend across Europe, in my own car, through the Iron Curtain, and on to
Moscow – at the heart of the Soviet empire. We were both in our 20’s back
then, hungry for adventure, and curious to know what the USSR was really like.
Having Russian O’Level was a big help - it meant we could read Russian road
signs - and we had loads of escapades along the way. Here’s one of them ...
The evening rush hour was over and the streets were now deserted.
We found the car where I’d parked it that morning - on Ploshchad
Nogina (Площадь Ногина) behind the GUM department store which
faced the Kremlin across Red Square. We’d spent the day exploring
Moscow but it was now time to drive back to our campsite on the
outskirts of the Soviet capital ... if I could remember the way?

?
could see the bridge!
In the distance, across the cobbles, I could also see the squat marble
box of Lenin’s tomb - where the great Soviet hero still lay in state - and,
behind it, the solid fortified walls of the Kremlin.
In my mind I pictured Comrade Brezhnev and his massed ranks of
generals on that podium in front of those walls ... row upon row of
trench coats, bristling with medals; and grim faces solemnly inspecting
the endless columns of Red Army troops, tanks, and missiles as they
paraded past them across Red Square towards the onion domes of
St Basil’s Cathedral. It was an image all too familiar to everyone in the
mid Twentieth Century.

There wasn’t much traffic in Moscow (few people owned private
cars) but they still had a frustrating one way system so I couldn’t just
drive back the way we’d come anyway. I knew we had to cross the
River Moskva. Maybe if we could get down to the road along the
river embankment it would lead us to one of the bridges. But after
several goes we ended up right back where we’d started from. We
were trapped in a network of side streets. How do we get out of here? The evening sun was low in the sky throwing many of the towers and
turrets around Red Square into silhouette. This was the backdrop
I noticed from the map that the bridge beyond St Basil’s Cathedral at pictured on a thousand Soviet heroic posters. It seemed like we’d
the end of Red Square would take us onto a road which led straight hurtled into a scene from one of those actual posters.
out of the city - a bit like Abbeydale Road - right through all the suburbs
to the village of Butovo ... where our campsite was, deep in the forest Were we desecrating Soviet holy ground by rumbling across these
cobbles in our Mark II Ford Escort Popular-Plus 2-door saloon?
beyond the outer ring road.
Could we drive across Red Square?

Were we going to get blasted off the face of the earth in a blaze of
glory, like Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid?

I wasn’t totally sure but I thought I’d seen some trucks crossing it earlier
that day. We drove down one of the side streets leading on to the At that moment, out in the middle of that wide open space, we felt
square. There was no one about but the road was blocked off with really small and dangerously exposed. We wanted to just sink down
metal barriers. We tried another. That was blocked off too. One last into those cobbles and disappear. But there was no turning back now.
chance – there was only one side street left.
We raced down past St Basil’s Cathedral. Then, suddenly, the bridge
It was open!
was in front of us – the bridge to freedom.
In desperation I went for it.
Wa-hey! We’d made it. We scarpered over that bridge and away, as
We shot out of that side street like a bat out of hell and hurtled into the fast as we could go.
vast empty space of Red Square.
Free at last we sped along the road ‘outta town’. I kept my eyes on
At that exact moment we heard a long loud whistle. Was it the police?! the road ahead while my friend scanned the rear windscreen.
I ignored it. I’d tasted freedom and I wasn’t going to stop now – I Was someone chasing us? …
Painting of the Red Sq Parade in November 1941 by K Yuon
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Local Issues

South Sheffield Local Area Committee
				

Sheffield Council has recently
launched 7 Local Area Committees
to help us better connect with
local communities. The South
Local Area Committee covers
several neighbourhoods including
Sharrow and Nether Edge.

online via the following address:

https://sheffield.citizenspace.
com/chief-executives/
lac-community-survey/

Sharrow Community Forum are
also kindly helping us talk to local
people so you can also speak to
Who will sit on the South area
Maria on 0114 2508384 or contact
committee?
Diane, Sarah or Jason from the
Local Area Committees will be South Local Area Committee Team
led by local councillors who will using the contact details below.
work together with local people,
community organisations and We can send you a paper copy
partners (like the Police) to or complete the survey with you
respond to issues and concerns over the phone or talk through an
people
have
about
their issue you would like to raise with us.
communities, for example this
could be about improving a 0114 474 3635
local park or addressing concerns southlac@sheffield.gov.uk
about speeding on a residential
road. Local Area Committees You can also find out more about
will also hold regular public the South Local Area Committee
visiting
our
webpage:
meetings in the community. by
Right now we really want to
hear about the things that
are important to you in your
neighbourhood and we would
be very grateful if you could
take a few minutes to complete
our short survey, it’s available

https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/
home/your-city-council/southlocal-area-committee.html
or signing up to email bulletins:
https://public.govdelivery.
com/accounts/UKSHEFFIELD/
signup/30253

by Dianne Owens
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Local Sport

By Helene McHugh
Sheffield City FC remain undefeated in their debut league campaign but could only manage a draw as North of England Football
Academy (NEFA) staged an impressive second half comeback from two goals down on a rainy afternoon at St George’s Park.
NEFA started brightest in a combative opening 15 minutes, with the away side winning the early midfield battles and controlling play. A
promising ball forward in the 12th minute demanded a sweeping intervention from City’s keeper. But despite earning the greater share of
possession, NEFA were devoid of cutting edge in attack. City were happy to let them have the ball in their own half and consistently thwarted
any serious danger with tenacious defending.
Such a strategy proved effective as the home side
took the lead on 23 minutes. NEFA failed to clear
their lines from a corner and City capitalised on a
loose ball in the box, heading in assuredly from close
range. NEFA responded well but fluffed a golden
chance, dragging the ball wide on 24 minutes,
swiftly followed by a wasted free kick opportunity
from a dangerous wide position.
City took full advantage of their opponent’s
profligacy and made it 2-0 on the half hour. Another
menacing corner delivery resulted in confusion and
indecisiveness from NEFA’s keeper and the ball was
gratefully bundled into the net by City.
NEFA continued to press forward and spurned yet
another chance on 36 minutes, firing wide with the
outside of the boot when clean through on goal.
City’s keeper was again called into action minutes
later, making a smart save with his feet. The tackles
from City were becoming last ditch and desperate
but they held on to go in 2-0 at half-time.
After the break, NEFA stamped their authority on
the match, narrowly missing an early diving header
and pressurising the City backline into sustained
resistance. The away team made it 2-1 on 50
minutes, sweeping home from close range after
City made a mess of clearing the ball from a corner.
Seconds later, it could have been 2-2 as NEFA
almost reaped further rewards of executing a more
purposeful and composed passing game, barely
missing another headed chance. City were forced
to dig in and their keeper was tested with a low
drive on 65 minutes.
The home team simply could not get into the game
and an inevitable equaliser arrived on 67 minutes. A
superb diving save from the City stopper proved in
vain as unconvincing defending from City resulted
in a thunderbolt flying into the net from NEFA for
2-2.
The pace of the match slowed as the second
half wore on, although both teams missed good
chances to grab a dramatic late winner. In the
end, NEFA will have been disappointed not to have
completed an even sweeter comeback, whilst
City can take comfort from the fact they played
well below par and still picked up a point against
decent opposition.
Positives for the home team included an ultimately
successful first-half pressing display, as well as a
colossus performance at the back from talismanic
captain. Their central midfield also showed glimpses
of influential dynamism and will hope to see more
of the ball in the next match.
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Young Local
Artists

Kamila, age 3
Ceramics from Nether Edge
Primary School’s Nether
Edge Festival Young Artist
exhibition
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Street Name Wordsearch PRIZE DRAW! (

Created by Mary Green)

Circle all 42 local street names. Then cut out the
wordsearch and return it with your name and
contact details to Sharrow Community Forum
reception at The Old Junior School on South View
Road by Friday, 19th November, to enter the prize
draw with a chance to win one of 3 £10 Vouchers.

Name......................................Contact Email/Phone...................................
Congratulations to Nilah (pictured with her £10 voucher).
under 16 years Y/N
She was one of our three winners in the Summer WordAnyone can enter but please get permission from parents or carers if you’re under 16

search Prize Draw.
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Made in Sheffield

“Betta fetch a Fletcher’s loaf”
Those of a certain age will remember
the phrase ‘Betta fetch a Fletcher’s loaf’.
Fletcher’s bread was the most recognisable
bread in Sheffield in the 1970’s. The firm thrived
until 2006 when the bakery was destroyed by
fire. This article will aim to tell the story of how a
boy from Horncastle came to own one of the
largest bakeries in the city.
The story starts in 1878, when George Henry
Fletcher was born to George and Rebecca
Fletcher. George (Senior) - George(1) - was
a highly skilled shoemaker, who made riding
boots for the aristocracy.
One of 5 children, George (2), who could
trace his family tree back 12 generations to
the 1460’s, went to work for a farmer tilling the
fields (ploughing by hand), before working
at Ostler’s a miller and baker who owned
a six sailed windmill. This, unfortunately,
burned down on George’s 15th birthday, 7th
September 1904

In 1918, George Fletcher(3) left school and
became a motor mechanic with his father’s
blessing, although it was not a success. Both
George’s (2&3) set up another bakery on
MiIddlewood Road this, Fletcher’s 5th bakery
was to become the beginning of Fletcher’s as
Sheffield knew it
The shop had been a bakery since 1901 when
Mrs Martha Fitchett moved in and opened a
confectioners (sweet shop). It continued as a
sweet shop until Fletchers moved in, on 23rd
April 1923.
Machines had greatly increased Fletcher’s
ability to produce bread and baked goods,
and by 1956 they were producing 80 teacakes
and 28 egg custards a minute!
The following year George (3,) known as Paul,
started work at Fletchers aged 22, just a few
months before his Grandfather died aged 79.
1959 saw Fletchers bakery increase their
output to ¼ million loaves a week alongside
confectionary, gateaux, buns and teacakes.
Their delivery round had also increased to
2,000 shops.

George (2)’s work was hard, with long hours,
starting at 6.00 in the morning and not finishing
until 9.30 at night. While working at Ostler’s
he met his future wife Kate, who was born
at Brightside in Sheffield, but had moved to
Baking technology was increasing in the 1970’s
Retford to become a housemaid. George
reducing dough production from 3 hours to 15
and Kate married in 1898 and moved back to
minutes, enabling Fletchers to produce 1/5 of
Sheffield.
all Sheffield’s bread and a large percentage
By 1909 George became an active member of its cakes.
of the Baker’s Union, which campaigned for
Fletcher’s continued producing bread and
a 60 hour working week, instead of the 80
cakes for the people of Sheffield and beyond.
hours that bakers worked in 1900. George’s
However, on Sunday 16th July 2006 a fire,
employer said he could work less hours but
thought to have been started by sparks from
his wages would be reduced accordingly.
a cooler almost destroyed the building. (The
George resented this and handed in his notice.
painting by Rolf Harris that was originally
Because of this George was blacklisted by the
hanging on the wall at Sheaf Valley baths was
other bakers and no one would employ him.
also destroyed in the fire).
The blacklisting resulted in George baking his
own bread for householders in the local area In 2014, Finsbury Foods who supply major
(Gower Street)
retailers across the U.K. with own brand goods,
bought Fletchers and continued selling a wide
In 1900, George (2) opened his first bakery
selection of bread, rolls, muffins and buns
in Kirk Street (Burngreave) with a large oven
mainly as frozen goods to both the U.K. and
which gave him the ability to bake teacakes
overseas.
and breadcakes as well as loaves. He put
all the bread he could carry in a basket and
So the Fletcher’s name might not be seen on
sold it from door to door. He soon increased
a daily basis but their bread is still going strong!
his round to include Tinsley and Carbrook and
invested in a tricycle to carry his wares.
When George and Kate’s 4th child (they lost 3
other children in infancy) also named George
- George(3) - was born in 1904 they moved
back to Retford and re-started their business
renting a small shop and bakery and taking
on 2 assistants, one of whom would remain
with the firm for the rest of his working life. They
also bought 2 horse drawn vans to help with
deliveries, as by now their customers were all
over Sheffield
In 1908 demand for Fletcher’s bread increased,
so George moved premises once again, to
Staniforth Road which had a bakery capable
of producing more than 200 loaves at a time.
During the 1st WW Fletchers installed their first
mechanical mixer, which could produce 210
lbs of dough at a time. This was the first such
machine to be installed in a Sheffield bakery.

by Caroline Wells
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Local Artist
The Chosen One
Yasmin Asghar ... a short film by Yasmin Asghar

The theme of The Chosen One is raising awareness of mental health issues. Rosie, the main character in the film, has mental health issues, she
is lost and different creatures help her to find her way home – animals and people. It is a metaphor for recovery. It is called the Chosen One
because God chose Rosie to be unwell and make the journey back to health.
Making this film was my first time making art. I was interested in animation and contacted Flycheese Studio. My health team got me the
funding to attend sessions there. A qualified animator helped me to make the sets. It took me four years to make, just doing one hour a week.
I was unwell during that time, so it took longer. The film which is available on YouTube is a trailer for a longer film I want to make.
I want people to understand mental health issues and this inspired me to make the film. I was inspired by Wallace and Gromit – for example
how important it is to put in the details in the sets to make them look real. The gloomy atmosphere reflects Rosie’s feelings, which change as
the film develops.
The trailer was premiered at Cineworld and The Light in 2020, and I won an award for best animation at the premier. I’m currently applying for
funding from the BFI (British Film Institute) to make a longer film. Flycheese Studios are helping with this.
I’ve been in Sharrow for three months. Nighat from the Sharrow Food Bank helped me with getting a food pack and while I was getting it at
the Old Junior School I signed up to the New Start woodwork course with Chris, and then spoke to Maria about being in Sharrow Today.
The Chosen One is on YouTube https://youtu.be/I322QEkO9Kg or can be found on the Flycheese Studio YouTube Channel

